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From the Desk of 

the Acting       

Commissioner       

Anthony J. Annucci 

New York State Department of 
Corrections and Community 

Supervision  

From time to time, the long-running television 
game show Jeopardy! will throw a curveball at 
contestants with a category called, ñpotpourri.ò 
This is the showôs clever way of taking clues 
that have nothing to do with one another and 
putting them all in one place. As you pore over 
the pages of this edition of DOCCS Today, 
youôll understand why ñpotpourriò is an         
appropriate way to describe the many triumphs 
and challenges that the Department has      
experienced in recent months. 
 
There has been much to recognize, including 
Correction Officer graduations from the Albany 
Training Academy, and the 25

th
 anniversary of 

both Hudson Link and Puppies Behind Bars. 
We have honored the diversity within our     
Department by celebrating Black History 
Month, Womenôs History Month, and Asian  
Pacific American Heritage Month. Special 
events have even resumed, with theater     
productions, concerts, and intercollegiate     
debates filling the auditoriums of facilities.     
Re-Entry Units across the state have hosted 
job fairs to benefit releasees in search of   
gainful employment and Community             
Supervision staff have dedicated their time and 
effort to career planning and job placement 
trainings initiated under the Governorôs Jails to 
Jobs initiative. 

We cannot, however, ignore the difficulties the 
Department has simultaneously faced. Staff 
recruitmentðfrom security to medical           
positionsðhas posed a major obstacle in daily 
operations. Violent conductðespecially 
against staffðhas risen to alarming levels, 
both within our facilities and in the community. 
Legislation has continued to have an impact on 
the way staff are able to perform their duties. 
 
Though, as we emerge from the grip of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we have had some time 
to reflect on the impact it has had on us as   
individuals and as a Department. In the wake 
of this shared experience, we have checked in 
on colleagues and neighbors, and they have 
done the same for us. While things may never 
truly feel back to normal, through it all,     
amazing things have been accomplished by 
looking out for one another. It is my hope that 
you have seen it firsthand, just as you will see 
it chronicled in the pages ahead. 
 
I would be remiss not to mention that this will 
be the last time I have the profound honor to 
address readers of DOCCS Today. After   
careful consideration, I have decided to retire 
after more than 38 years with the Department, 
effective August 11, 2023. It has been a     
privilege to oversee the Department for the last 
ten years and I have nothing but the utmost 
respect and appreciation for this agency and 
its incredible workforce. I believe that we are 
the best Corrections and Community            
Supervision agency in the country, and the 
men and women who work in our prisons and 
community supervision offices are truly unsung 
heroes. 
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WANT  AN  EVENT  POSTED ON  

DOCCS SOCIAL  MEDIA ? 

 
 

For posting on social media, send your 

submissions to:  

nicole.sheremeta@doccs.ny.gov 

rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov 

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov 

tu 

 

 

 

WANT  AN  EVENT  INCLUDED  IN  DOCCS 

TODAY?  

 

Send your submissions for publishing in the 

next issue of DOCCS TODAY  to:  

nicole.sheremeta@doccs.ny.gov 

rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov 

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov 

tu 

 

 

 

**Please ensure all photo submissions are 

not scanned and are of staff adhering to 

COVID protocols, such as mask wearing.  

Spring 2023 

 Published by DOCCS Office of Public Information 

518.457.8182 
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Cape Vincent Correctional Facilityôs ñMake a Difference Day Committeeò 
held a fundraiser, in collaboration with the Jefferson County Victims     
Assistance Center, to support the prevention of  sexual assaults,         

domestic  violence and child abuse. Because of the facilityôs charitable 
donation, they were recognized as a ñ100 Campaign Contributorò in the 

Victims Assistance Centerôs recent newsletter.  

DOCCS Highlights  

Altona Correctional Facility recognized six incarcerated individuals ï M. Moore, J. Nival, M. Siddique, D. 

Ridley, W. Jordan and V. Thorton ï for their completion of the Peer Education Program offered through The 

Alliance for Positive Healthôs Criminal Justice Services. The training prepared these individuals to become 

Peer  Educators for other incarcerated individuals with the goal of creating awareness to reduce the trans-

mission of HIV, Hepatitis C and other sexually transmitted infections, as well as the stigma associated with 

each.  

Suicide Awareness For Law Enforcement Officers (SAFLEO) 
Training was hosted at DOCCS Central Office. DC Darren  Miller 
presented opening remarks to the 88 participants who received 
training from instructors Brandon Post, Jeff Wood, George Mussini, 
and Michon Morrow. 
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DOCCS Highlights  

The Executive Team at Sullivan Correctional      
Facility held an ice cream social for staff to show 

their appreciation for all they do.  

DOCCS Acting Commissioner Annucci and 
his staff attended the Thoroughbred           
Retirement Foundation Barbecue which    
provides support for the Second Chances 
programs at Wallkill and Wyoming            

Correctional Facilities. 

DOCCS was recognized by NYS SEFA's           
Adirondack Campaign for raising $78,261 ï making 

up 69.1% of the campaign contributions!  

Community Supervision Elmira AO Bureau Chief Aaron 
Palm hosted a luncheon for Elmira and Binghamton 
Sub -AO staff to show appreciation for Womenôs      

History Month.  

Riverview Correctional Facility Horticulture Instructor 
G. Parish and CO J. Bell delivered pumpkins grown at 
the facility to the Ogdensburg Knights of Columbus 
Hall and Fr. Martin Field where the Maple City Fall 

Festival was held.  

https://www.facebook.com/ThoroughbredRetirementFoundation?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVn6KUbmkXSU4fRd61is0mLsynpxdEsZcbINS3obg6lyo3e-C10MQCGnx6I6cT17nHPxGkkiLM7_-0UGj8ypKkOLd-LEvkBJPM-uiOtJYiAJyoqnOfxHtFW5zRTHHDY5t0m1ERZHbS4IkNrRs2i4InDEdOesnaECS9ZoymHu-MUAMd13O2f4BD7-T
https://www.facebook.com/ThoroughbredRetirementFoundation?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVn6KUbmkXSU4fRd61is0mLsynpxdEsZcbINS3obg6lyo3e-C10MQCGnx6I6cT17nHPxGkkiLM7_-0UGj8ypKkOLd-LEvkBJPM-uiOtJYiAJyoqnOfxHtFW5zRTHHDY5t0m1ERZHbS4IkNrRs2i4InDEdOesnaECS9ZoymHu-MUAMd13O2f4BD7-T
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Great Meadow CF and Washington CF      
participated in the Special Olympics.          

Employees of the facilities helped welcome 
over 1,500 athletes to the games. They also 
participated in the Ceremonial Run to help 
carry the Flame of Hope and light the       
cauldron to kick off the weekend.  

DOCCS Highlights  

Groveland Correctional     
Facilityôs Imam Jafer Yasar 
had the honor of being a 
guest speaker at the Monroe 
County Naturalization      

Ceremony.  

Bishop LaValley of the Roman Catholic       
Diocese of Ogdensburg made a pastoral visit 
to Franklin Correctional Facility. LaValley    

offered Mass for Incarcerated Individuals of the 
Roman Catholic faith with a message to      
encourage those separated from society to 
look toward the future with hope and desire to 

make their lives better. A total of 14             
incarcerated individuals attended this service 
along with Deacon Ryan McNulty of Central 
Office Ministerial and Family Services,     

members of the Exec Team and facility staff.  
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DOCCS Donations 
Hale Creek Correctional Facility's Make A       

Difference Day Committee collected donations 
from staff to contribute to the Domestic Violence 

Program in Fulton County.  

Franklin Correctional Facility donated $500 to the North 
Country Habitat for Humanity as part of the Make A  

Difference Day Campaign.  

Hale Creek Correctional Facility's Make A Difference     
Committee collected donations from staff to sponsor four  
local kidsô summer camp attendance at the Sacandaga Bible 

Conference Center.  

Wyomingôs NYS Employeeôs Federal Appeal 
Committee donated $4,500 to the local     

comfort care home. They also raised enough 
funds to purchase essential items for the 
ñGateway Houseò, including food store gift 
cards, bottled water & cleaning supplies.  

Riverview Correctional Facilityôs Make a 

Difference Day Committee dropped off 

several bags of winter clothing to the 

Canton Neighborhood Center.   
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Woodbourne Correctional Facility held their annual 
MLK food drive wherein staff collected and donated 
75 pounds of food to the Sullivan County United Way.  

DOCCS Donations 

The Groveland Correctional Facility African American 
Association led a facility wide fundraiser to raise 
money for the citizens of Ukraine. The organization 
was able to raise $1,311.50 to donate to the United 
Nations World Food Programôs emergency response 

in the Ukraine.  

In conjunction with Altona       
Correctional Facilityôs Employee 
Benefit Fund, members of 

NYSCOPBA presented a check 
for $1,327.50 to North Country 
Pink Heals to support local     
families battling cancer.  

In coordination with the Capital Regionôs local Food 
Bank and Greene Correctional Facilityôs annual 

ñGiving Tree Program,ò the facility was given a ñwish 
listò to purchase gifts for families who are suffering 
hardships. Not only was the Committee able to     

collect all of the gifts on the lists but they  also raised 
an additional $400.00 for extra items!  

Riverview Correctional Facilityôs Make a Difference 

Day Committee collected and donated winter clothes 

for the many kids that attend after school activities at 

the Ogdensburg Boys & Girls Club.   
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DOCCS Donations 
Wende ILC donated $500 to both the Ronald 
Mcdonald House and The Childrenôs Hospital of 
Buffalo Foundation along with $150 to both the 
American Legion and Veterans One-Stop Center 
of WNYðtotaling a generous donation of 

$1,500.  

Altona Correctional Facilityôs Employee 
Benefit Fund and NYSCOPBA         

presented a check for $2,405 and 63 
toys to the North Country Health and 
Wellness Organizationôs ñOperation 
Snowflakeò campaign to help local  

families in need.  

Bare Hill Correctional Facilityôs Make A Difference Day Committee held a ñHoliday Helpersò Fund Raiser 
and a Toy Drive to raise money and provide a variety of items for community children in need.  A ñGiving 
Thanksò Basket (created/donated by MADD) was raffled off and raised $773.25. Approximately $3000 

worth of toys and other items were dropped off by the Committee as well.    

Adirondack Correctional Facility participated in an ñAngel 
Treeò event in which they ñadoptedò a local family in 
need during the holidays. Staff collected and donated 

over 50 gifts to the family of six. 


