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Spring and summer often bring a fresh start full of
transformations and new possibilities; yet, there is a
comfort in the predictability of the changing seasons
and all we have come to expect from each unique
time of year. Leaves change, snow falls, flowers
bloom and the sun shines. After an especially
unpredictable couple of years, it is reassuring to see
the resumption of many things we had previously
looked forward to.
As a Department, our long-held annual events,
expanding programming initiatives and frequent
community service efforts, bring our mission to life.
They are a tangible expression of our commitment to
staff, individuals in our care and custody, and those
under our supervision, and an overall dedication to
our communities at large. It is these acts that give us
pride in our work and meaning even during our
toughest days.

And with the resumption of these yearly events
came a new, invigorating energy to celebrate, honor
and recognize one another and the pride we share
for this Department. After a long hiatus, the Color
Guard competition was brought back this year to
follow the Memorial Service and Medals Ceremony;
the Department held its first-ever celebrations for
Asian American and Pacific Islander Month,
Caribbean American Heritage Month and LGBTQ+
Pride Month; and we welcomed the Thoroughbred
Retirement Foundation to its second DOCCS facility
with a new horse farm underway at Wyoming
Correctional Facility.

As the saying goes, “The more things change, the
more they stay the same.” Over the years the
Department has transformed remarkably, yet our
core values have remained constant. DOCCS is an
organization committed to acts of service, and that
echoes throughout the pages that follow, from both
staff and incarcerated individuals. These acts—both
big and small—so often go unnoticed, and while they
are not motivated by the need for recognition, they
are still deserving of such. It is a great point of pride
to share what the Department has been up to since
the last edition of DOCCS Today, the contributions
that have been made and the ongoing efforts to
celebrate the diversity within our organization.

That is why I am so pleased to share that a
wonderful mix of old traditions and new initiatives
grace the pages of this edition of DOCCS Today.
This year, we once again held longstanding annual
events—in person, to the relief of many—such as
our Memorial Service and Medals Ceremony at the
Training Academy in Albany, Fallen Officers
Memorials at Sing Sing and Eastern NY Correctional
Facilities and Memorial Day Ceremony at Greene
Correctional Facility. It was truly refreshing to be able
to gather safely for these events once again.
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DOCCS Highlights
Wyoming Correctional Facility’s Make a Difference Day Committee (M.A.D.D) helped tidy up The Dnipro
Ukrainian Cultural Center’s outdoor space by removing debris, mowing grass, weeding, raking leaves and
planting new flowers.

Veteran Affairs representatives came to Sullivan Correctional Facility to honor their Veteran staff members
with a luncheon and informational session to provide resources and support to the brave staff that served our
country. Thank you for your service!

Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility participated in the Annual Special Olympics Law
Enforcement Torch Run.
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DOCCS Highlights
Wyoming Correctional Facility’s
Make a Difference Day Committee
visited the Wyoming County SPCA
of Attica to fill potholes, trim plants
and trees, and spruce up the main
entrance. Committee members were
happy to help increase the visual
appeal of the SPCA so more people
are willing to walk-in and help
animals find their FURever home.
Thanks to all that helped!

At Altona Correctional Facility, Sr. Librarian Christen Cardina orchestrated a contest for Black History Month
wherein participants had to choose from one of the following quotes and write and/or illustrate what the quote
meant to them:
•

“I’m not afraid of dying; I’m afraid of not trying,” by musician Jay-Z

•

“It is better to look ahead and prepare than to look back and regret,” by Olympic Athlete Jackie JoynerKersee

•

“Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend,” by Civil Rights Leader Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Seven incarcerated individuals participated, including students from Teacher Marisol Caban’s ESL and ABE
classes, and from the general population. One entry was randomly chosen as the winner who received a
$5.00 voucher, funded by the ILC, to use at the Commissary. All entries were displayed on the Bulletin Board
outside of the General Library.
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DOCCS Highlights
Riverview Correctional Facility held a TASC Graduation for eight
incarcerated individuals who had received their High School
Equivalency Diploma. Twenty-two individuals were also
recognized during this ceremony for their enrollment in the Second
Chance Pell college program with SUNY Potsdam, and of those
22, 12 were named to the President’s List (3.5 or higher GPA) and
two to the Dean’s List (3.25 – 3.49 GPA). In addition, two
incarcerated individuals received the Excellence in Applied
Learning Award selected by the Sociology and Criminal Justice
faculty for exhibiting excellent performance and contribution to
applied learning-based academia.

Woodbourne Correctional Facility’s EAP
Committee held a Mental Health Awareness
Day providing resources and informational
handouts about local activities to help kick the
winter blues.

Orleans Correctional Facility’s EAP Committee partnered with
The Arc GLOW (Genesee, Livingston, Orleans and Wyoming
Counties) as part of the Orleans County United Way “Day of
Caring.” The Arc GLOW is a non-profit organization that
provides services to individuals with disabilities including
assistance with daily living, social and employment skills and
job coaching. Volunteers participated in numerous local
community beautification projects such as painting, gardening
and trash pick-up.

Greene Correctional Facility’s EAP Committee
raised awareness for Alcohol Awareness Month
by providing a resource table to over 300 staff
members to explain the effects of alcohol abuse.
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DOCCS Donations
Gouverneur Correctional Facility’s Make A
Difference Day Committee hosted a Martin
Luther King Jr. Food Drive to aid families in
need within the local area.

Woodbourne Correctional Facility’s staff coordinated
with their EAP and Make a Difference Day Committees
to raise funds and awareness for Heart Healthy month.
Staff raised $430 to be donated to the Cardiac Unit at
Garnet Health Center.

Collins Correctional Facility hosted their annual Martin
Luther King Jr. food drive to help those in need.

Staff bought breakfast sandwiches in order to raise
funds for Riverview Correctional Facility’s Make A
Difference Day Committee to support children in
need.

Due to a fire at the Riverview Towers Senior Citizen building, Riverview Correctional Facility’s Make A
Difference Day Committee purchased gas cards and collected donations from staff to help aid the 85
displaced residents who had lost everything due to smoke and water damage. Phillip’s Diner cooked 50
breakfasts that the Committee paid for and delivered to the temporary shelter for residents, as well as
NYSCOPBA donating $1,000 worth of toiletries and 200 meals.
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DOCCS Donations
Hard work and compassion went into Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility’s gift to Oishei
Children’s Hospital in Buffalo, NY. Brittany Cudeck, an upholstery vocational instructor, had worked with
her incarcerated students to hand sew teddy bears for the children who are hospitalized at the children’s
facility.

With the help of Vocational
Supervisor, Jeff Branch and
incarcerated individuals, Franklin
Correctional Facility built and
decorated Corn Hole game sets for
the Saranac Lake “MUD FEST” and
Corn Hole Tournament.

Sullivan Correctional Facility donated $1,000 to the Liberty Rotary Club to help with the Haiti Relief and those
affected by the earthquake.
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DOCCS Donations

Every year, The Murph Challenge is conducted nationwide to honor Navy Lieutenant Michael Murphy who
was killed in Afghanistan and subsequently awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. The Murph
Challenge is a one mile run, followed by rounds in which the participant completes 100 pullups, 200
pushups, 300 squats, and then completes another one mile run, all while wearing a ballistic vest. Albany
CERT hosted their 2nd Annual Murph challenge at the NYS DOCCS Albany Training Academy wherein
members from Albany CERT, Auburn CERT, Coxsackie CERT, and Great Meadow CERT, as well as staff
from the Albany Training Academy, Central Office, and National Guard, came together to raise $1,015 for
the Adirondack Vets House, Inc., a nonprofit long-term facility for homeless veterans. Recently, the
Adirondack Vets House expanded their program allowing them to help veteran families obtain food,
furniture, and both physical and mental support. More can be found out about this organization at
www.adirondackvetshouse.com.
Woodbourne Correctional Facility’s EAP and Make a
Difference Day Committees held a raffle to support
Autism Awareness Month. The event raised $600 to
be donated to the Center for Spectrum Service, a
local school for autistic children.

Franklin Correctional Facility staff came together
to help donate and deliver plants to The Alice
Center in Malone, NY, a Skilled Nursing Assisted
Living Center.
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DOCCS Donations
Riverview Correctional Facility, Gouverneur Correctional Facility, Cape Vincent Correctional Facility, New
York State Police, St. Lawrence County Sherriff and St. Lawrence County NYSARC recently participated in
the 2022 Annual Law Enforcement Torch Run to raise money for the Special Olympics. Riverview’s
NYSCOPBA union donated $1,000 and their Make A Difference Day Committee sold hamburgers and hot
dogs to raise an additional $540.

Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility staff participated in the Special Olympics Flag
Football Buffalo Bowl at Highmark Stadium where they raised $2,230.The team played under the First
Responder Division at the Championship game but sadly lost by one touchdown to the Buffalo Police
Department.
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Black History Month

DOCCS Central Office held an African
American History Month Celebration with
keynote speakers including Senior Parole
Officer Nicole Hamilton, Regional Health
Services Administrator Mary Tandy-Walters,
Chaplain Marcia Stewart “Queen Mother”,
Acting Commissioner Anthony Annucci,
Professor Hayward D. Horton, Ph.D., and
Deputy Commissioner Osbourne McKay.

These individuals gathered today to help
divulge the background of health, wellness
and inclusion of African Americans
throughout history. Many important figures in
black history were showcased during the
celebration for their accomplishments and the
adversity that they had overcome in order to
pave the way for American history.
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Women’s History Month
DOCCS Central Office held a Women’s History Month Celebration with keynote speakers
including Director of Training Melissa Miles, Correctional Facility Operations Specialist
Jennifer Booth, Chaplain Marcia Stewart “Queen Mother”, Acting Commissioner Anthony J.
Annucci, Acting Deputy Commissioner/Chief Medical Officer Dr. Carol Moores and Board of
Parole Chairwoman Tina M. Stanford. These individuals gathered together to acknowledge
and commend women within DOCCS for their advancements, contributions, work ethic and
commitment to success throughout the Department. Congratulations to the deserving
recipients, Sandra Danforth, Emily Rogerson, Sheryll Brown and Kelly Reilly, for all of their
hard work and dedication!
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Asian American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month

DOCCS Central Office celebrated Asian American
and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month by
recognizing the significant contributions made by
the AAPI community to our shared history, society
and rich cultural diversity.

Keynote speaker Assistant Commissioner
Joseph P. Joseph spoke on behalf of this year’s
national theme, “Advancing Leaders Through
Collaboration,” which focused on leadership
and collaboration to advance the AAPI
community.

We encourage our employees to recognize
staff of AAPI descent by acknowledging their
accomplishments and continuing to educate
themselves on the multitude of cultures
presented within our diverse society.
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Caribbean American Heritage
Month
In honor of Caribbean American Heritage Month, DOCCS Central Office hosted a Lunch and Learn
Program to recognize the significant contributions Caribbean Americans have made to our nation’s
history, culture and our state. Keynote speakers included Empire State Fellow Nicole Jean
Christian, Supervising Offender Rehabilitation Coordinator Wendy Bruno, Superintendent Donna
Lewin, Earned Eligibility Program Coordinator Barbara Iovinella, Chaplain Marcia Stewart “Queen
Mother”, Acting Commissioner Anthony Annucci, and Deputy Commissioner Osbourne McKay. May
we continue to acknowledge the many barriers Caribbean Americans have broken to reach
extraordinary achievements and honor the immeasurable ways their contributions have added to our
Department.
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Juneteenth
Altona Correctional Facility’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee recently held a training focusing on
the history and importance of Juneteenth. The training consisted of a “60 Minutes” segment that
told a story of a man who unknowingly bought a former plantation where his ancestors were
enslaved, an episode of “Good Morning America” involving Opal Lee, a 95 year Civil Rights Activist
known as the “Grandmother of Juneteenth,” who helped enact the national holiday, a video clip
entitled “Free at Last: A Juneteenth Poem” narrated and written by poet and activist Sojourner
Kincaid Rolle, and materials provided by Acting Commissioner Annucci that facilitated discussions
among participants who shared their personal experiences with racism and social injustices. May
we continue to remember the racial struggles faced by many to focus on ending systemic racism,
inequality, and inhumanity.
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LGBTQ+ Pride Month
As June 2022 has been proclaimed LGBTQ+
Pride Month in NYS, DOCCS Central Office
held a Pride Celebration and Recognition
Event. The theme of the event was
“Unapologetically Us,” which recognizes the
struggles and resilience of the LGBTQ+
community in the face of the new, global
challenges that have forced us all to
reconsider what is most important to us.
Speakers included AC Jason Effman, ADS
for LGBTIQ+ Inclusivity Camila Osses, EDC
Daniel F. Martuscello, and Acting
Commissioner Anthony J. Annucci, and
featured from our sister agencies guest
speaker NYCDOC CO Christopher Chu,
Assistant Treasurer of the Gay Officer’s Action League, and keynote
speaker Kristen L. Rouse, Deputy Director for Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion for the NYS Division of Veterans’ Services. Celebrating
Pride with DOCCS this year were award recipients Reentry Manager
Stacey Dorsey and ADS PREA Compliance Manager Courtney
Laliberte who were awarded the Outstanding Merit in the
Advancement of LGBTIQ+ and TGNCNB Professionals and
Institution Safety Officer Erin Moulton for the Community Impact
Award for Equity. DOCCS commemorates the achievements and
contributions of the LGBTQ+ and Transgender, Gender
Non-Conforming and Non-Binary (TGNCNB) communities and will
continue to promote equal rights and protection for these individuals.
Happy Pride Month to all!

DOCCS Today | Spring/Summer 2022 | 15

