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Spring and summer often bring a fresh start full of              
transformations and new possibilities; yet, there is a 
comfort in the predictability of the changing seasons 
and all we have come to expect from each unique 
time of year. Leaves change, snow falls, flowers 
bloom and the sun shines. After an especially      
unpredictable couple of years, it is reassuring to see 
the resumption of many things we had previously 
looked forward to. 

As a Department, our long-held annual events,     

expanding programming initiatives and frequent 

community service efforts, bring our mission to life. 

They are a tangible expression of our commitment to 

staff, individuals in our care and custody, and those 

under our supervision, and an overall dedication to 

our communities at large. It is these acts that give us 

pride in our work and meaning even during our 

toughest days. 

 

That is why I am so pleased to share that a         
wonderful mix of old traditions and new initiatives 
grace the pages of this edition of DOCCS Today. 
This year, we once again held longstanding annual 
eventsðin person, to the relief of manyðsuch as 
our Memorial Service and Medals Ceremony at the 
Training Academy in Albany, Fallen Officers         
Memorials at Sing Sing and Eastern NY Correctional 
Facilities and Memorial Day Ceremony at Greene 
Correctional Facility. It was truly refreshing to be able 
to gather safely for these events once again. 

And with the resumption of these yearly events 

came a new, invigorating energy to celebrate, honor 

and recognize one another and the pride we share 

for this Department. After a long hiatus, the Color 

Guard competition was brought back this year to  

follow the Memorial Service and Medals Ceremony; 

the Department held its first-ever celebrations for 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Month,        

Caribbean American Heritage Month and LGBTQ+ 

Pride Month; and we welcomed the Thoroughbred 

Retirement Foundation to its second DOCCS facility 

with a new horse farm underway at Wyoming      

Correctional Facility. 

 

As the saying goes, ñThe more things change, the 
more they stay the same.ò Over the years the       
Department has transformed remarkably, yet our 
core values have remained constant. DOCCS is an 
organization committed to acts of service, and that 
echoes throughout the pages that follow, from both 
staff and incarcerated individuals. These actsðboth 
big and smallðso often go unnoticed, and while they 
are not motivated by the need for recognition, they 
are still deserving of such. It is a great point of pride 
to share what the Department has been up to since 
the last edition of DOCCS Today, the contributions 
that have been made and the ongoing efforts to   
celebrate the diversity within our organization. 
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WANT  AN  EVENT  POSTED ON  

DOCCS SOCIAL  MEDIA ? 

 
 

For posting on social media, send your 

submissions to:  

nicole.sheremeta@doccs.ny.gov 

rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov 

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov 

tu 

 

 

 

WANT  AN  EVENT  INCLUDED  IN  DOCCS 

TODAY?  

 

Send your submissions for publishing in the 

next issue of DOCCS TODAY  to:  

nicole.sheremeta@doccs.ny.gov 

rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov 

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov 

tu 

 

 

 

**Please ensure all photo submissions are 

not scanned and are of staff adhering to 

COVID protocols, such as mask wearing.  
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DOCCS Highlights  
Wyoming Correctional Facilityôs Make a Difference Day Committee (M.A.D.D) helped tidy up The Dnipro 
Ukrainian Cultural Centerôs outdoor space by removing debris, mowing grass, weeding, raking leaves and 

planting new flowers.  

Veteran Affairs representatives came to Sullivan Correctional Facility to honor their Veteran staff members 
with a luncheon and informational session to provide resources and support to the brave staff that served our 

country.  Thank you for your service! 
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Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility participated in the Annual Special Olympics Law        
Enforcement Torch Run.  
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Wyoming Correctional Facilityôs 
Make a Difference Day Committee 
visited the Wyoming County SPCA 
of Attica to fill potholes, trim plants 
and trees, and spruce up the main 
entrance. Committee members were 
happy to help increase the visual 
appeal of the SPCA so more people 
are willing to walk-in and help        
animals find their FURever home. 
Thanks to all that helped! 

At Altona Correctional Facility, Sr. Librarian Christen Cardina orchestrated a contest for Black History Month 
wherein participants had to choose from one of the following quotes and write and/or illustrate what the quote 
meant to them:  

¶ ñIôm not afraid of dying; Iôm afraid of not trying,ò by musician Jay-Z  

¶  ñIt is better to look ahead and prepare than to look back and regret,ò by Olympic Athlete Jackie Joyner-
Kersee  

¶ ñLove is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend,ò by Civil Rights Leader Martin    
Luther King, Jr.  

Seven incarcerated individuals participated, including students from Teacher Marisol Cabanôs ESL and ABE 
classes, and from the general population. One entry was randomly chosen as the winner who received a 

$5.00 voucher, funded by the ILC, to use at the Commissary. All entries were displayed on the Bulletin Board 
outside of the General Library.  



Woodbourne Correctional Facilityôs EAP  
Committee held a Mental Health Awareness 
Day providing resources and informational 
handouts about local activities to help kick the 

winter blues.  

DOCCS Highlights  
Riverview Correctional Facility held a TASC Graduation for eight 
incarcerated individuals who had received their High School 
Equivalency Diploma. Twenty-two individuals were also            

recognized during this ceremony for their enrollment in the Second 
Chance Pell college program with SUNY Potsdam, and of those 
22, 12 were named to the Presidentôs List (3.5 or higher GPA) and 

two to the Deanôs List (3.25 ï 3.49 GPA). In addition, two          
incarcerated individuals received the Excellence in Applied   
Learning Award selected by the Sociology and Criminal Justice 
faculty for exhibiting excellent performance and contribution to  

applied learning-based academia.  
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Greene Correctional Facilityôs EAP Committee 
raised awareness for Alcohol Awareness Month 
by providing a resource table to over 300 staff 
members to explain the effects of alcohol abuse.  

Orleans Correctional Facilityôs EAP Committee partnered with 
The Arc GLOW (Genesee, Livingston, Orleans and Wyoming 
Counties) as part of the Orleans County United Way ñDay of   
Caring.ò The Arc GLOW is a non-profit organization that     
provides services to individuals with disabilities including    
assistance with daily living, social and employment skills and 
job coaching. Volunteers participated in numerous local    

community beautification projects such as painting, gardening 
and trash pick-up.  



DOCCS Donations 
Woodbourne Correctional Facilityôs staff coordinated 
with their EAP and Make a Difference Day Committees 
to raise funds and awareness for Heart Healthy month. 
Staff raised $430 to be donated to the Cardiac Unit at 

Garnet Health Center. 

Collins Correctional Facility hosted their annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. food drive to help those in need.  

Gouverneur Correctional Facilityôs Make A        
Difference Day Committee hosted a Martin 
Luther King Jr. Food Drive to aid families in 

need within the local area.  

Due to a fire at the Riverview Towers Senior Citizen building, Riverview Correctional Facilityôs Make A 
Difference Day Committee purchased gas cards and collected donations from staff to help aid the 85  
displaced residents who had lost everything due to smoke and water damage. Phillipôs Diner cooked 50 
breakfasts that the Committee paid for and delivered to the temporary shelter for residents, as well as 

NYSCOPBA donating $1,000 worth of toiletries and 200 meals.  
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Staff bought breakfast sandwiches in order to raise 
funds for Riverview Correctional Facilityôs Make A 
Difference Day Committee to support children in 

need.  



DOCCS Donations 
Hard work and compassion went into Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facilityôs gift to Oishei 
Childrenôs Hospital in Buffalo, NY. Brittany Cudeck, an upholstery vocational instructor, had worked with 
her incarcerated students to hand sew teddy bears for the children who are hospitalized at the childrenôs 

facility.  
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Sullivan Correctional Facility donated $1,000 to the Liberty Rotary Club to help with the Haiti Relief and those 
affected by the earthquake.  

With the help of Vocational          
Supervisor, Jeff Branch and         

incarcerated individuals, Franklin       
Correctional Facility built and      

decorated Corn Hole game sets for 
the Saranac Lake ñMUD FESTò and 

Corn Hole Tournament.  



DOCCS Donations 

Woodbourne Correctional Facilityôs EAP and Make a 
Difference Day Committees held a raffle to support 
Autism Awareness Month. The event raised $600 to 
be donated to the Center for Spectrum Service, a  

local school for autistic children.  
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Franklin Correctional Facility staff came together 
to help donate and deliver plants to The Alice 
Center in Malone, NY, a Skilled Nursing Assisted 

Living Center.  

Every year, The Murph Challenge is conducted nationwide to honor Navy Lieutenant Michael Murphy who 
was killed in Afghanistan and subsequently awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. The Murph      
Challenge is a one mile run, followed by rounds in which the participant completes 100 pullups, 200 

pushups, 300 squats, and then completes another one mile run, all while wearing a ballistic vest. Albany 
CERT hosted their 2nd Annual Murph challenge at the NYS DOCCS Albany Training Academy wherein 
members from Albany CERT, Auburn CERT, Coxsackie CERT, and Great Meadow CERT, as well as staff 
from the Albany Training Academy, Central Office, and National Guard, came together to raise $1,015 for 
the Adirondack Vets House, Inc., a nonprofit long-term facility for homeless veterans. Recently, the          
Adirondack Vets House expanded their program allowing them to help veteran families obtain food,         
furniture, and both physical and mental support. More can be found out about this organization at 

www.adirondackvetshouse.com.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adirondackvetshouse.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CNicole.Sheremeta%40doccs.ny.gov%7Cbf217d2407144654c67308da47ca88ef%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637901232450970403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
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Riverview Correctional Facility, Gouverneur Correctional Facility, Cape Vincent Correctional Facility, New 
York State Police, St. Lawrence County Sherriff and St. Lawrence County NYSARC recently participated in 
the 2022 Annual Law Enforcement Torch Run to raise money for the Special Olympics. Riverviewôs 

NYSCOPBA union donated $1,000 and their Make A Difference Day Committee sold hamburgers and hot 
dogs to raise an additional $540. 

Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility staff participated in the Special Olympics Flag      
Football Buffalo Bowl at Highmark Stadium where they raised $2,230.The team played under the First 
Responder Division at the Championship game but sadly lost by one touchdown to the Buffalo Police  

Department.  


