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As the Acting Commissioner for this extremely large
and complex agency, I place an enormous priority on
education. Obvious things like obtaining a high school
equivalency diploma, a vocational trade certificate, or a
two or four-year college degree, go right to the heart of our
core mission—namely, to provide programs that assist
incarcerated individuals to become successful, law-abiding
citizens when they return home.
Education is the vehicle by which people can reach
deep within themselves and discover their own humanity
and, in turn, recognize and appreciate the humanity in
others.
We are very proud of the variety of educational
programs offered, including those in the arts. Art
education, artistic expression and the appreciation of all
forms of art, can be essential for the discovery of one’s own
humanity, especially for incarcerated individuals, whether
it is music, film, painting, acting, literature, writing or
performing, etc.
We have numerous examples of outside professionals
coming in regularly to perform for, as well as educate the
population, such as the Bard College Conservatory
Orchestra.
Through our relationship with John Jay College, we
were introduced to the Tribeca Film Institute, which now
regularly conducts workshops on film study at Otisville.

Last year at Attica, original actors from the classic
film “It’s A Wonderful Life,” came in to discuss the
meaning of that film with an audience of incarcerated
individuals.
We also have a dynamic and special relationship
with a wonderful organization called “Rehabilitation
Through The Arts” (RTA).
Founded in 1996 in Sing Sing, RTA now works in
five facilities with innovative programs in theater,
dance, creative writing, voice and visual art. RTA
teaches life skills, such as teamwork, problem solving
and communication, and also provides many
intangibles, such as a sense of community, hope,
courage, a spirit of cooperation and thoughtfulness.
As one RTA participant once said: “If you keep
doing what you are always doing, you’ll keep getting
what you have always gotten, but if you keep thinking
how you have always thought, you’re going to keep
doing what you have always done. Art allows you to
think differently, so you behave differently, so that you
can get different results. To me, that’s the definition of
rehabilitation.”
One recognition of RTA’s impact came in July of
2018, when the New York Times devoted its entire
main editorial section to the RTA performance of
“Cyrano de Bergerac” at Fishkill. The column, which
also included several color photographs of the
performers, provided the following critique: “Studies of
prison-arts program around the country, including
RTA, have found that participants are better behaved
than other inmates, earned educational degrees earlier
and in some cases are less likely to wind up back behind
bars after release – all of which suggests that
Continued on Page 2
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rehabilitation, which has recently begun to regain traction
as a penal philosophy after decades of neglect, is a real and
achievable goal.”
Oftentimes, when I go on a tour through one of our
facilities, I am painfully reminded of a classic line from the
movie “A Bronx Tale”: “The saddest thing in life is
wasted talent, and the choices that you make will shape
your life forever.”
Thanks to the work of RTA, as well as all of the other
artistic contributors to our system, hundreds of
incarcerated men and women have learned that they do
indeed have talent and that their talent is not wasted.
I have witnessed firsthand incarcerated individuals
working incredibly hard and investing time and effort during
countless rehearsals to deliver riveting performances.
The actors are incredible for flawlessly memorizing
lengthy dialogues, totally submerging themselves into the
characters they portray, and skillfully handling difficult
scenes. In a similar vein, the writers who create thoughtprovoking original works are also amazing.
In addition to the actors and writers, those who paint and
create captivating background scenes, and those who skillfully
and meticulously rearrange stage settings between acts, are
also immensely talented. And at the end of a performance,
when the audience members stand on their feet and applaud
enthusiastically and extensively, the look of pride, joy and
satisfaction on the faces of all of the participants, who perhaps
for the first time in their lives are being applauded, thus
realizing that they have accomplished something truly
impressive, that, in and of itself, validates not only the merits
of RTA, its teachers and its programs, but all of the
Department’s efforts in the development of artistic talent,
education and appreciation.

DOCCS EMPLOYEE RECEIVES
EMPIRE PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD
Catherine Marra, Director of Correctional
Nursing Services, received the Empire Public
Service Award acknowledging her exemplary
contribution to building a better New York State
as an employee of the Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision.
The letter from the Governor’s Office of
Employee Relations stated, in part: “As a
recipient of this Award, you have been identified
as a public servant who has distinguished
yourself through meaningful contributions to
state government and dedication to serve with
the highest level of performance, integrity, and
pride.…”
In recognition of this honor, she receives a
professional development award up to $5,000.
At the award ceremony on March 7 in Albany,
Kathleen Carey RN, Health Services Education
Coordinator, accepted the award on her behalf.

The award reads: “Empire Star Public Service
Award presented to Catherine L. Marra, MS, RN.
For exemplifying the highest standards of public
service; enhancing the quality of life for New
York families and communities; and for your
unwavering commitment to going above and
beyond the call of duty and building a better
and stronger New York State. Presented by
Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor, on behalf of all
New

This issue of DOCCS Today highlights some of the many
artistic programs we sponsor. It also features several of our
graduations, our annual Memorial Ceremony at the Albany
Training Academy, memorial services held at facilities in
recognition of fallen officers, and other DOCCS events.
I hope you enjoy this issue and I wish you a wonderful
summer! ■
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Rehabilitation Through
The Arts (RTA) began in
1996 as a small theater
group at Sing Sing
Correctional Facility.

Families often say they "do the bid"
alongside their loved one. On the other hand,
being grounded in family, while in prison and
when released, is one of the most important
factors in success on the outside.

Today, RTA works in
New York State maximum
and medium security
prisons, serving 200
incarcerated men and
women.

RTA has helped families connect through a
tradition of sending performance DVDs to those
unable to attend prison productions.

Through innovative
workshops in theater, dance, music, creative
writing and visual arts led by more than 25
professional teaching artists, members build
critical life skills such as problem-solving,
teamwork and discipline.
While the New York State recidivism rate is
nearly 40%, less than 7% of RTA members return
to prison. RTA uses the creative arts, including
theater, writing and visual arts, to develop and
expand critical life skills of the incarcerated men
and women it serves.
RTA members become role models for other
men and women in prison and are recognized
by administration and correction officers. They
boost morale and make prisons safer.
And though it seems impossible, their
experience of joy, laughter, humor and playfulness
— even in their grim circumstances — shows that
their circumstances do not define them.
Family relationships are tough to maintain from
prison. The hassle and expense of visits to remote
facilities, the emotional strain on children whose
parent is absent, the burden on a sibling to take
care of an aging parent ... years of hardships take
their toll.

In 2015, DOCCS allowed RTA family
members to attend the community
performance at Sing Sing for the first time. The
Wizard of Oz was chosen for this momentous
event. For one night, the men weren't prisoners
— they were Scarecrow, Lion, Tin Man, Wizard,
Flying Monkeys, even Munchkins.
Since then, family members have also been
able to see the men at Sing Sing perform On
the Waterfront and Of Mice and Men, as well as
the women's group at Bedford Hills perform The
Wiz and Bedford Sings Broadway! ■
Source: www.rta.com

Did You Know…
Leon Botstein, world-renowned
conductor and Bard College
president, brought the Bard
College Conservatory of Music
to Green Haven Correctional
Facility in October 2018 to
perform two classical pieces —
one by Richard Wagner and
another by Sergey Prokofiev.
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demonstrated ways to search a teenager’s
bedrooms for drugs.
The highlight of the day was the first Annual
DOCCS CNY Women of the Year award ceremony.
Deanne Gardner,
Elmira Correctional
Facility Deputy
Superintendent of
Administration,
received the award,
which was presented
by Elmira Hub
Superintendent
On June 7, the Central New York Region
Women In Criminal Justice (formerly known as the Gerard Jones.
Seth Gilmore and
Women in Criminal Justice of the Elmira/Oneida
Alexis Moyer each
Hub), hosted the 17th Annual Central New York
received the Annual
Women In Criminal Justice Training Day at the
Lodge in Skaneateles. This year’s theme was “99 Mary Bogan Memorial Academic/Vocational
Scholarship of $1,000. The Central New York
Years Later: The Same but Different.”
Over 200 individuals were present, with outside Women in Criminal Justice committee is keeping
the late Commissioner Bogan’s vision alive by
local law enforcement agencies attending for the
organizing this annual training day devoted to the
first time. Members of the Auburn City Police
Department and DOCCS were also in attendance. mental, physical and spiritual well-being of New
York State DOCCS employees.
Speakers were informative and engaging,
The training day provided men and women the
addressing important issues, such as gender
opportunity to network in a healthy partnership and
equality and stereotyping.
to learn ways to support one another through open
The main goal of training was to bridge the
and effective communication. ■
gender gap by developing successful strategies
that advance positive relationships between men
and women.
Acting Executive Deputy Commissioner Daniel
F. Martuscello III inspired and encouraged all in
attendance as he spoke honestly about issues
germane to women in the criminal justice field.
Workshops were enlightening and educated
DOCCS employees about the basics of the New
York State Civil Service Merit system. Workshops
also provided information on assistance available
to employees with a chronic illness.
The Hornell Humane Society discussed the
benefits of the DOCCS S.P.I.R.I. T. program, QPR
provided information to assist families who have
lost a loved one, and Hidden Mischief

New York State DOCCS Central New
York Region Women In Criminal
Justice
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This year, the MLK Literacy Drive Committee, coordinated by Christine Sweet of
Central Office’s Classification and Movement, pictured left, collected 1,663 books and
$562.50 in monetary donations from DOCCS employees that were donated to
organizations throughout New York State. MLK Literary Drive Committee members
included Erika Fank, Geraldine Farley, Elaine Grant, and Tina Weis.
The following offices and facilities participated:

The following facilities had outstanding participation:
Office/Facility
Central Office
72
Collins Correctional Facility
27
Five Points Correctional Facility
68
Groveland Correctional Facility
30
Livingston Correctional Facility
36
Rikers Island (State Screening Unit) 45
Shawangunk Correctional Facility
32
Ulster Correctional Facility
56
Upstate Correctional Facility
56
Woodbourne Correctional Facility
39
Book Total
461
Inmate Grievance Office
$20.00

Facility
Book Donations
Altona
108
Cayuga
99
Corcraft
209
Gouverneur
100
Gowanda
92
Hale Creek
90
Wende
227
Wallkill
117
Watertown
160
Total
1,202
Additional Books
461
BOOKS DONATED 1,663

Monetary Donations

$403.50

$139.00

Hale Creek’s Make a Difference Day Committee collected 90 books and $139 that was donated to the Mental
Health Association of Fulton and Montgomery County Advantage After School Program.

Gowanda Correctional Facility donated three boxes containing 92 books to the Gowanda Free Library for young
teens and children. Senior Librarian Caroline Kennan oversaw the collection of books and members of the
Facility’s Diversity Management Team, pictured below, delivered them.
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CULINARY ARTS PANACHE TRAINING
In March, six Vocational Culinary Arts Instructors from across the state attended a Culinary Arts Panache
Training at Niagara Falls Culinary Institute, a division of Niagara County Community College. The Niagara Falls
Culinary Institute’s Kitchen Lab provided instructors with three days of training to enhance their skills in food
preparation and presentation, serving techniques, and fine dining.
Information from the training will be incorporated into the Culinary Arts curriculum, giving incarcerated
individuals the opportunity to enrich their food service skills and preparing them for jobs in the culinary arts field
upon reentry.

L-R: Vocational Culinary Arts Instructors Terence Kennedy, Collins ; Valerie Letourneau, Albion; Samuel Pinelli, Gowanda;
Donald O’Connor, Eastern; Eric Schwebke, Coxsackie; and Bruce Abbott, Downstate

LEAN PROJECTS COMPLETED
On March 20, LEAN teams working
on two security-based projects —
Critical Incident Notifications and
Facility Emergency Data (RED) Book
Update — conducted Executive ReportOuts.
The Critical Incidents Notifications
project streamlined the Unusual
Incidents notifications process to
Central Office.
The Facility Emergency Data Book
Update LEAN project focused on
improving the process of providing
information to facilities to run safely,
securely and efficiently during an
emergency.

L-R: Captain Jerald Meigs, DSS Craig Goodman, Captain Jeremiah Brooks,
CO Mercedes Jones, Investigator Todd Morris, and DC James O’Gorman

DOCCS Today | Spring/Summer 2019 | 7

On April 16 and 17, the DOCCS Office of Guidance
and Counseling hosted a Veterans Symposium at the
Albany Training Academy. The Symposium focused on
providing veterans with specific resources to parole
officers, re-entry managers, veterans’ liaisons,
supervisors, and transitional services coordinators for
employment, housing and veterans’ initiatives.

The goal is to provide individualized, comprehensive,
and integrated services to veterans for the purpose of
successfully reintegrating into society.
Incarcerated veterans enrolled in the NYSDOL
Disabled Veterans Outreach Program receive intensive
case management services provided by disabled
veterans outreach program specialists, veterans service
organizations, and DOCCS staff prior to release.

Presenters included representatives from the U.S.
Department of Labor, NYS Division of Veterans Services,
Veterans also receive referrals to NYS Career
NYS Department of Labor (NYSDOL), Veterans
Centers in the communities where they will return.
Administration, Monroe County Veterans Service
Integrating comprehensive re-entry planning efforts
Agency, Rochester Veterans Outreach Center, and We
during the incarceration phase and maximizing access
Soldier On.
to federal, state, and community resources for veterans
Participants screened the film “Trauma,” a
will improve outcomes, especially in the areas of
documentary following the daily lives of a UH-60 Black
housing and employment, by increasing skill
Hawk medevac platoon, their heroics and struggles
development, assisting in a stable transition to the
during service, and their transition to civilian life. The
community, and minimizing their risk of reoffending.
platoon’s pilot, Chief Warrant Officer Mitch Weis,
The Incarcerated Veterans Program enables
addressed the symposium after the screening.
veterans to address their specialized needs within a
The symposium was made possible by a 2017
United States Department of Labor Incarcerated
Veterans Transition Program grant award. It was
designed to increase NYSDOCCS staff awareness,
understanding and knowledge of the current resources
available for Justice Involved Veterans in DOCCS
custody and under community supervision.

correctional setting.
It also provides them with the opportunity to develop
an awareness of the benefits, entitlements, and
resources afforded to them as veterans of the United
States Armed forces, further assisting them in
community reintegration.
Continued on page 9

Acting Commissioner Anthony Annucci provided the
welcome

Deputy Commissioner Jeff McKoy discussed new
veterans services and initiatives
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Continued from Page 8
L-R: Symposium panelists Zachary
Clark, Offender Rehabilitation
Coordinator; Detrel Howell, ReEntry Manager; Eddie Marcano,
VJO Bronx VA; and Eric Hesse,
Director, USDOL/Vets

Guidance Specialist John Darcy moderated the
panel discussion

Monroe County Veterans Service Officer
Matthew Murray discussed with the audience
services his organization provides
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HUDSON VALLEY WOMEN IN
CORRECTIONS & COMMUNITY
SUPERVISION
The Hudson Valley Women in Corrections &
Community Supervision held its Annual Training Day on
March 14 at the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel in
Poughkeepsie.
This year’s theme was Visionary Women: Champions
of Peace and Non-Violence.
There were 320 attendees, 20 different vendors, a
panel of visionary women supporting the Department’s
initiative on the importance of mentoring, and a host of
speakers, including:
• Courtney Albert, Dutchess County Task Force
Against Human Trafficking
• Alex Burke, Esq. who discussed sexual harassment
• Ulster Correctional Facility Deputy Superintendent
for Security Roy Snyder
• Town of New Paltz Police Chief Joseph Snyder who
spoke on non-violent communication

• DOCCS Deputy Commissioner of Community

Supervision Ana Enright
• NYS Board of Parole Chairwoman Tina Stanford
• NYSCOPBA Executive Vice President Tammy

Sawchuk
• We Believe CEO Chelsea Miller
To conclude the event, the WICCS 2019 Honoree
Award was presented to Sister Sana Shabazz for her
outstanding dedication and compassion to the lives she
touches every day.
One of the goals of the annual HVWICCS training day
is to make a monetary donation to a local charity that
encompasses the HVWICCS mission.
This year, HVWICCS selected Children of the Night, a
privately funded non-profit organization dedicated to
rescuing children and young people from prostitution
and the abuse and violence associated with that
lifestyle.
HVWICCS is proud to announce it raised more than
$3,000 to benefit Children of the Night.

L-R: HVWICCS Committee members Delta Barometre, Co-Chair and Superintendent at Lincoln Correctional Facility;
Denisha Goodman, Chair and Deputy Superintendent of Administration at Woodbourne Correctional Facility; Angelene
Stevenson, Secretary and Acting Superintendent at Otisville Correctional Facility; and Nakesha Vines, Treasurer and
Sergeant at Fishkill Correctional Facility
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CLINTON CORRECTIONAL
FACILITY
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GOWANDA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
The Employee Memorial Ceremony at Gowanda Correctional Facility was held to remember friends, family and
colleagues who have passed away since the facility opened. It was a chance for families of those who lost loved
ones and current employees to come together in a time of remembrance.
The Ceremony was opened by Superintendent Susan Kickbush with prayers offered by Rev. Richelle MasseyHarris, and retired Coordinating Chaplain Rev. J. Michael Nace offering words of reflection. Musicians Sgt. Brian
Freeman and Kurt Stitzel played Taps and Amazing Grace and Amanda Robbins sang the National Anthem. The
Gowanda Correctional Color Guard stood by while ADSP Jacy Woodworth and Superintendent Kickbush read the
names of those who have passed away.
Continued on page 14
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SING SING CORRECTIONAL
FACILITY
The Annual Fallen Officers Memorial was held at
Sing Sing Correctional Facilty on April 12 to
commemorate
the events of
April 14, 1941
and to honor staff
who have passed
away while on
duty at Sing Sing
Correctional
Facility. DOCCS
Executive Team
members, local
superintendents
and government
officials, the
Ossining Police
Chief, and
several Ossining Police Officers were in attendance.
Rev. Alfred R. Twyman, NYSDOCCS Ministerial
Program Coordinator, gave the invocation. Remarks
were made by Superintendent Michael Capra,
NYSCOPBA Representative David Luther, Village of
Ossining Mayor Victoria Gearity, and Town of Ossining
Supervisor Dana Levenberg. Acting Executive Deputy
Commissioner Daniel F. Martuscello III gave the
keynote address.

The moving ceremony included
the Sing Sing Color Guard, a 21-gun
salute by the Sing Sing Rifle Squad,
reading of the names of the fallen,
a wreath laying by Sing Sing,
Fishkill and Downstate Correctional
facilities, and a beautiful
performance by the NYS DOCCS
Emerald Society Drums and Pipes.
Following the ceremony, a
reception was held at the Sing Sing
QWL sponsored by the Sing Sing
QWL Committee.

MEMORIAL SERVICE HISTORY
On April 14, 1941, Prison Guard John Hartye was
working in the infirmary, which was then located on the
third floor of the old hospital, Building 8.
At 2 a.m., he made his routine call to the operator
to report "all quiet" and hung up the phone. Five
minutes later, the
operator noted that
although the infirmary
telephone had been
taken off the hook,
there was no noise in
the background.
Three inmates, one
assigned as an
infirmary aide and two
others who feigned
sickness to get into
the infirmary, planned
to escape that night.
Each was armed with
a smuggled pistol. They assaulted Guard Hartye,
shooting him twice in the back. He died instantly.
The three inmates left the infirmary and grabbed an
inmate trustee and another guard, Matteo DeSimone.
They took their hostages into the basement of Building
8 where Guard DeSimone convinced them that firing
shots would alert authorities to their whereabouts and
foil their escape.
By this action, he saved his own life and that of the
inmate trustee. The
three inmates locked
the two hostages in a
basement room and
escaped through a
steam tunnel to the
railroad tracks, using
a rope stolen from
the prison icehouse
to lower themselves
to the tracks.
Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13
They followed the tracks to
the Ossining train station where
they encountered two Ossining
police officers.
Patrolman James Fagan and
his partner, William Nelson, had
parked their radio car a short
distance from the station.
Nelson left the car momentarily;
Patrolman Fagan, at the wheel
of the car, saw the three men
approaching and asked them
who they were.
The escapees shot him
through the windshield of the
car, hitting him in the chest.
Patrolman Fagan managed to
exit the car and fire five shots at
the men before he fell. His
partner, Officer Nelson, also
fired at the inmates, killing one
with a bullet to the head. Nelson
then drove Fagan to the
hospital, where he was
pronounced dead.
The two surviving inmates
headed for the river where they
forced a local fisherman to row
them across to the Rockland County
side. After a massive manhunt
involving police from both sides of the
river, the New York State Police, and
the Coast Guard, the two escapees
were captured seven hours after their
escape.
Two months later, the two were
returned to Sing Sing, this time to the
death house. Both were electrocuted
on June 11, 1942, approximately 14
months following the murders of
Guard Hartye and Patrolman Fagan. ■
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SPOTLIGHT

Albion Correctional Facility, the world’s first
institution for females, opened on December 8, 1893.
The population wore lady-like style skirts and dresses
and were mainly trained in domestic services.
It began as an old farm site in the town of Albion
and was known as the “Western House of Refuge for
Women.” Albion, set on 97 acres of rural land, was
built with residential cottages designed to promote the
idea of family life. It was a refuge for formable women,
ages 16 to 30, charged with misdemeanors, such as
petit larceny, drunkenness, prostitution and
waywardness — offenses that generally earned an
indeterminate sentence of up to five years.
The mission of the House of Refuge was to give
“moral and religious training” to help women find
employment, secure good homes, and be selfsupporting. Handwashing clothes and typing were
taught, and stenography was added in 1899.
Albion provided academic education through the
sixth grade and the emphasis on school was secondary
to the vocational training of supervised housework.
In 1910, the
Industrial Building was
added, featuring a
domestic science
department with
dining room furniture,
coal and gas stoves,
and two sewing
rooms.
In 1923, the
facility took a new
name — The Albion
State Training School.
This new title enabled
further education in

sewing, knitting, crocheting, cleaning, table etiquette,
and planning and serving meals.
Albion has carried many titles, served varied
populations, and undergone numerous expansions.
New buildings brought new programming: industry,
automotive repair and recreation.
In the 1960s, the facility was a rehabilitation
center for drug addicts. In the 1970s, it was a
community preparation center for men. In the early
1980s, the facility became co-ed. In 1986, the facility
returned to an all-female population and, in 1991,
643 beds, a food service building, a storehouse, and
a medical building were added.
Today, Albion is a medium security correctional
facility adjacent to Orleans Correctional Facility
located on approximately 218 acres. There are 77
buildings on the property, including 11 housing units.
Housing is comprised of cells, dormitories and
work release. Albion has a 16-bed medical unit and a
48-bed special housing unit. While Albion’s Visitor’s
Center is separate from Orleans, it operates a
powerhouse and utility infrastructure for both Albion
and Orleans.
Individuals incarcerated at Albion are within
seven years of release. With approximately 938
inmates today and a capacity to hold 1,241, Albion is
staffed by 484 security and 181 civilian personnel.
Within its perimeter is the Office of Mental
Health, 125 active volunteers to assist in
rehabilitative services, and 31 volunteer services
programs.
Albion has a strong focus on programming in
preparation for successful reentry into the
community. Currently, Albion offers programs in
vocational training and a full range of Academic
Education Classes, Aggression Replacement
Training, Anger Management (ART) and Alternatives
to Violence programs.
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The Corcraft Industrial Metal Shop teaches
welding, sheet metal fabrication and related trades.
Vocational training includes building, and custodial
maintenance, horticulture, cosmetology, general
business and culinary arts. Vocational programs
provide an opportunity to earn the National Center
for Construction Education Research Certification
(NCCER) for a New York State License in
Cosmetology, the Internet Core Competency
Certification (IC3), Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS)
Certification, and Serve Safe Certification.
In 2019, two inmates at Albion have received a
NYS Cosmetology License, five have earned a Serve
Safe Certification, about 38 have obtained a
NCCER Certification, 15 have earned an IC3
Certification, and 17 have earned a MOS
Certification. A full range of Academic programming
is available, from non-readers to an accredited
college program, and a work release program.

Albion’s Horticulture Program donates
approximately 3,000 pounds of vegetables to the
local Orleans County Food Bank and 50 flats of
flowers to Darien Lake Amusement Park.
Albion also has a Cognitive Behavioral Group
and Transitional Services Program that focuses on
community reentry. Residential Substance Abuse
Treatment and DWI programs are also offered. A
social worker provides treatment for inmates
enrolled in the Female Trauma Addictions, Mental
Health and Recovery Programs. Mental Health
treatment is provided in collaboration with the NYS
Office of Mental Health for approximately 50% of

Albion’s population, including a 38-bed Residential
Intermediate Care Program (ICP). The ICP is a
specialized program for those with serious mental
health issues who have difficulty functioning in
general population. It also provides sex offender
treatment focusing on relapse prevention strategies,
out-patient talk and group therapy.
Albion Correctional Facility currently operates as
an Intake Center for upstate counties where the
incarcerated population is temporarily housed
awaiting transportation to Bedford Hills Correctional
Facility’s reception center.
New to Albion Correctional Facility is the Canine
Training Program (CTP) and the Albion Café. The CTP
works in conjunction with a local County Animal
Shelter and a local Canine Trainer, providing basic
obedience training and socialization skills to canines
so they can be more quickly adopted.
The CTP is administered by a Primary Inmate
Canine Handler (PICH) and a team of three Support
Inmate Canine Handlers (SICH) that provide 24/7 skill
and socialization training to the canines. The CTP is a
voluntary, unpaid program. Dogs are in the Canine
Training Program for about 12 weeks to learn
socialization and basic commands before returning to
the shelter for adoption.
Albion Café has been serving Albion staff since
February 14, 2018 and is open for business 4 days a
week between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Albion participates in two pilot programs: The
Inmate Tablet Program and the Body Cameras. The
tablet program is offered through a contract with JPAY
services at no cost to DOCCS or the incarcerated
individual. A variety of applications can be used in
conjunction with a kiosk to access educational
material, or to purchase approved music, videos, ebooks and other media; they can also draft secure
messages.
The dedicated and professional staff at Albion
Correctional Facility continue to maintain excellence
within the Department’s Mission to educate and
reform its incarcerated population. ■
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A SEASON OF NON-VIOLENCE
Out of 200 incarcerated individuals at Attica Correctional Facility who had pledged, 186 successfully completed
the two-month Season of Non-Violence workshop. The Season of Nonviolence is the 64 days between the
assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. Participants wrote essays, reflections, poems and
music capturing their thoughts on the workshop.
Guest speakers included Arun Gandhi, Mohandas Gandhi’s grandson, and Jonathon Jones from the Gandhi
Institute, a parolee who gave inspirational speeches on the benefits of living a peaceful existence.
Religious programs, Attica’s Make a Difference Committee, and the incarcerated population collectively
donated $640 (representing the 64 days of nonviolence) to Camp Peaceprints — a camp for youths, 8-13 years
old, where they learn peaceful, non-violent conflict resolution.
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GENESEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE GRADUATION
Attica Correctional Facility hosted its Genesee Community College graduation ceremony on June 18. To show
the importance of the family support network, graduates invited immediate family members to the ceremony.
This is the third consecutive year Attica has hosted families during graduation. One family traveled from Ohio to
show their support. Members of DOCCS Executive Team, Attica’s program staff, and representatives from
Genesee Community College were also present.
Fifteen students received high school equivalency diplomas and five earned college degrees. The keynote
speaker was Education Specialist Joshua Woodworth from Central Office, who gave a motivational speech to the
graduates on their level of commitment and determination for success despite the obstacle of incarceration.

A small reception was held at the conclusion of the ceremony for all in attendance.
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VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DINNER
Nursery mothers and their babies at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility performed the musical spectacular
“Rumble in the Jungle” at the Volunteer Recognition Dinner on June 20. Volunteers were presented with
certificates of appreciation after dinner and treated to a Puppies Behind Bars presentation.
In addition, a group of Nursery mothers proudly displayed quilts they made with the assistance of the Bedford
Babies quilting volunteers. All enjoyed a performance of original songs written and arranged by the incarcerated
women under the guidance of Rehabilitation Through The Arts.
The evening ended with a rousing rendition of Rain Drops Keep Falling On My Head by Bedford Hills’ own
Supervising Volunteer Coordinator Lew Goidel.

DOCCS Today | Spring/Summer 2019 | 19

CLINTON RECEIVES STATE EMPLOYEES FEDERAL APPEAL AWARD
On April 15, Clinton Correctional Facility received the State Employees Federal Appeal (SEFA) Adirondack Region
Leadership Award for its “hard work and dedication to the community and SEFA Campaign.” Clinton Correctional
Facility was the leading contributor for the region, donating just under $37,000 to the 2018 SEFA Campaign.
First Row L-R: Superintendent Earl Bell and SEFA Chairperson William Ferguson; Second Row L-R: OAI Tiffany Beshon, DSP
M.J. King, and United Way Representative Kathleen Snow; Top Row L-R: Officer Stacy Manor, Officer Amy Appel, and First
Deputy Superintendent Dennis Bradford
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PLATTSBURGH STATE GOSPEL CHOIR PERFORMS
On April 7, members of
the Plattsburgh State
Gospel Choir came to the
church of St. Dismas at
Clinton Correctional
Facility for a performance
led by Dr. Dexter Chriss.

The event, coordinated
by Deacon Bushey,
Catholic Chaplain at
Clinton Correctional
Facility, was open to the
incarcerated population
of Catholic and
Protestant faith.
The Gospel Choir
performed for two hours
with great enthusiasm
and was well received.
The facility is working
with the choir for a
possible future
performance.
The Plattsburgh State
Gospel Choir is
Pictured on the Left with:
Superintendent Bell, DSA
Trombley, DSS Holdridge,
DSP King
Pictured in the Front Row
(kneeling, L-R) with:
Plattsburgh State Gospel
Leader Dr. Chriss, AC
Kirkpatrick, Deacon Bushey
Pictured on the Right with:
ADSMH Boissy, FDS
Bradford, Captain Isabella,
ADS Sweeney, DSP
McIntosh, Captain Delutis
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JANUARY REENTRY FAIR
In January, incarcerated individuals at Collins
Correctional Facility were afforded time to meet with
various agency representatives to discuss how the
programs and services they offer fit with their personal
reentry plans. Eleven individuals were awarded a prize
for completing a “Reentry Scavenger Hunt” activity by
retrieving information from each agency featured at the
event.
Twelve agencies and organizations specializing in
various reentry services were on hand to help
participants begin the process of planning for their
transition back into the community.
Sessions featured speakers from the Center for
Employment Opportunities, Spectrum Services (mental
health and addiction counseling services), Alcoholics
Anonymous, Community Health Center of Buffalo,
Department of Social Services, Southern Tier
Environments for Living, Bryant & Stratton College,
Veterans Administration, Catholic Charities, Department
of Labor and Community Supervision.
As a token of appreciation for their participation,
speakers received a decorative house plant provided by
the Vocational Horticulture Program at Gowanda
Correctional Facility.
Throughout the event, the men were reminded that
it is never too early to begin planning for their reentry
back to the community. All speakers reinforced the idea
that preparation and planning is key to successful
reentry. They educated participants about grant
programs and other opportunities available, but
stressed that participants must reach out and contact
the various agencies themselves.
Several speakers noted that the employment
market in Western New York is the best it has been in
over a decade, and encouraged participants to take
advantage of the many opportunities.
A common message they delivered was: “You may
not land the job you want at first, but you will land the
job you need.” The speakers went on to emphasize that
dedication, reliability, persistence, determination, and
motivation are key qualities that will help them advance
in their careers.

Collins’s Vocational Culinary Arts Program put on an
impressive buffet for breakfast and lunch, which
featured breakfast pizzas and a “build-your-own” taco
salad bar.
The involvement of the Culinary Arts Program was
one of the highlights of the event, not only because of
the delicious food it provided, but also because it trains
incarcerated individuals in one of the most viable trades
in the job market in preparation for release. Individuals
in the Culinary Arts Program learn valuable skills for
working in every aspect of the food service industry. In
addition, many will have earned their ServeSafe
Certificate, a nationally-recognized certification that is
considered desirable by food service employers.
Collins plans to continue to hold its Reentry Fairs on
a quarterly basis for inmates who are within 120 days
of their earliest release dates.
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APRIL REENTRY FAIR
Collins Correctional Facility held another Reentry
Fair on April 17 with 14 outside agencies in
attendance. Individuals within 120 days of their
earliest release dates were invited to participate in
the program.
They were afforded time to meet with various
agency representatives to discuss how the programs
and services they offer fit with that individual’s
personal reentry plans. Agency literature and
brochures were available for inmates to take with
them for follow-up.
The Collins Correctional Facility Culinary Arts
program treated the volunteer speakers to
homemade pastries for breakfast and a soup and
salad bar for lunch.
Collins’ staff plan to hold reentry fairs quarterly
to better equip the men during their transition back
into the community.
Presenters and participants were afforded the
opportunity to offer feedback about the event, and
the facility is making plans to improve upon future
efforts.
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NYACK COLLEGE
GRADUATION
On March 14, Nyack College
hosted the commencement
ceremony for 56 graduates at
Fishkill Correctional Facility.
Thirty men received an
Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts
and Sciences, and 26 received
a Bachelor of Science in
Organizational Management.
Acting Commissioner
Anthony J. Annucci and
Assistant Commissioner Linda
Hollmen addressed the
graduates, expressing their
belief in the importance of
education and imploring
students to use the opportunity
they have been given to their
advantage.
Dr. Shirley Hoogstra, president of the Council of
Christian Colleges and Universities and Jennifer Jones
Austin, CEO of the Federation of Protestant Welfare
Agencies, encouraged graduates to move beyond
their past and to use education to rise above their
circumstances. Members of the Nyack College Gospel
Choir performed.
Nyack College expressed gratitude to DOCCS for
its support in providing a college program that
culminates in a ceremony where the hard work of
both students and staff is celebrated.
Fishkill gave special thanks to Deputy
Superintendent of Programs
John Wood and his staff who
advocate for higher
education in prison and were
responsible for the
successful coordination of
the ceremony.
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1000 CRANES ART INSTALLATION
For the past several months, 12 men at Fishkill
Correctional Facility have been creating origami
cranes as part of the Rehabilitation Through The Arts
(RTA) program. They recently completed their 1000th
crane.
Origami has been significant to RTA participants
at Fishkill Correctional Facility for the practical skills
they have developed, and for the symbolic resonance
of hope that, in prison, is an emotion in short supply.

Origami becomes a perfect project in art and
education for people of all ages.
Why 1000 Cranes?
In Japan, 1,000 cranes is a traditional belief and a
symbol of hope and healing during challenging times.
In short, they believe that by folding 1000 origami
cranes, your wish will come true.

Why Origami?

Sadako Sasaki was exposed to radiation as an
infant when the atomic bomb fell on Hiroshima. And,
although she survived the bombing, she was
diagnosed with leukemia by the age of 12.

Origami develops hand/eye coordination,
sequencing, and spatial skills, as well as
mathematical reasoning, memory, patience, and
attention. It also helps develop fine motor skills and
mental concentration.

To support her wish to live, she decided to fold
1000 cranes, but was only able to fold 644 cranes
before she passed away. Her classmates continued to
fold cranes so that Sadako was buried with a wreath
of 1000 cranes to honor her dream.

All of these combined stimulate the brain,
especially when both hands are being used
simultaneously.

Today, there is a statue of Sadako in Hiroshima
Peace Park— a statue of a little girl standing with her
hand outstretched, holding a paper crane where, each
year, thousands of wreaths of cranes are draped.

When you add the social aspects of Origami —
learning about other cultures, working together,
teaching each other, and taking pride in your work —

Source: Rehabilitation Through The Arts Participants at
Fishkill Correctional Facility
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“HIDDEN FIGURES” RESEARCH PROJECT
In honor of Black History Month, Five Points
Correctional Facility’s’ Adult Basic Education (ABE)
students were assigned a “Hidden Figures” research
project. The term “Hidden Figures” refers to African
Americans who made significant contributions to society
but did not get the name recognition they otherwise
deserve.
Students had to create a visual in conjunction with a
five-minute oral presentation. Collaborating with Ms.
Nevelizer, the facility’s librarian, Ms. Vogt’s ABE students
spent several days in February and March researching
innovators like Queen Nzinga, Matthew Henson and Jackie
Robinson, and identifying obstacles they had to overcome.
On March 21, students presented their findings to a
panel of teachers and to their peers.
“I was impressed with how much thought went into
their presentations,” said Ms. Nevelizer. “It’s clear that
they learned a great deal and were eager to share their
findings.”
“I am proud of my class,” Ms. Vogt said. “It’s often
difficult to motivate your students to want to do more than
what is on the Test of Adult Basic Education, but no one
complained. I intend plan to make this a regular tradition
during Black History Month.”

INCARCERATED COMMUNITY
DONATES TO FAMILIES IN
NEED
Five Points Correction Facility’s
Package Room received several boxes
of clothing, toiletries, and various other
items donated by the incarcerated
population.

Left: A sample of
donations before delivery
Below: CO Hatch shakes
hands with an Ovid
Federation Church
volunteer

On May 24, EAP members — Officers
Clinton, Hatch, and Kennett —
delivered them to the Ovid Thrift Shop,
which were given to families in need or
sold for a small cost with proceeds
benefitting local missions supported by
the Ovid Federated Church.
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TASC GRADUATION CEREMONY
Gowanda Correctional Facility held a TASC Graduation Ceremony,
representing the many hours of hard work by its students. Members of
the Gowanda Correctional Facility Executive Team were on hand to
congratulate the graduates for their hard work and dedication, and
offered words of encouragement to the newly gowned men.
Class valedictorian, William O’Connell, pictured right, reminded the
group of their hard work and determination, and stressed how
graduation day signified that they are one step closer to changing their
futures. He reinforced the importance of determination and of not
being defined by roles.
Program staff were also on hand to show support for and pride in
the TASC program graduates. Rev. Richelle Massey-Harris said a
prayer for the men who had worked very hard to achieve their goal.
Keynote speaker SORC Wendy Samick spoke on determination and
the ABC’s of success. Superintendent Susan Kickbush told the group
this is the first of many accomplishments that with hard work is
possible. Academic Supervisor Walter Samick then instructed the new
graduates to move their tassels and was the first to congratulate them
on their success.
Following the ceremony, refreshments were served compliments of
the Inmate Liaison Committee.

Continued
on page 28
DOCCS Today | Spring/Summer 2019 | 27

TASC GRADUATION CEREMONY

Continued from page 27

The Culinary Arts Program participants created a beautiful cake in honor of the graduation. They pose, below, with
their homemade delicacy alongside Culinary Arts Instructor Samuel Pinelli
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BOOK SHOWDOWN
The Book Club Showdown is a friendly, competitive event held two to three times a year. Civilian coaches
gather teams comprised of eight inmates to read four books— Peak by Roland Smith, The Hobbit by J. R. R.
Tolkien, Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein, and Hero by Mike Lupica. These books were
donated to Gowanda by the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library. The books chosen were of varying genres, such
as fantasy or historical fiction, in order to appeal to a range of interests. The teams are given three months to read
and train for the Showdown.
The Showdown takes place over a three-hour period. Teams are asked questions dealing with the plot or
specific details of each book in as many rounds as it takes to eliminate the teams to one champion. With each
round, the questions get progressively harder. The winning team of the Showdown receives a pizza party
sponsored by the Inmate Liaison Committee.

CULINARY ARTS INSTRUCTOR WINS
COMPETITION
In March, Culinary Arts instructors from around the
Department assembled for Panache training at the Niagara Falls
Culinary Institute.
The training was organized by Valerie Franz, Assistant
Director of Vocational Services and Daniel Evans, Occupational
Regional Supervisor. Culinary instructors were trained in
presentation and bread making with a presentation competition
at the conclusion of the training.
Gowanda Correctional Facility Culinary Arts Instructor
Samuel Pinelli won the competition, and is pictured with his
winning dish.
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PROJECT FOR A CALCULATED TRANSITION (PACT)
On April 15 and 16, a film crew from Yale University
Law School visited Green Haven Correctional Facility to
film PACT members (pictured below), conducting a
verbal area and Challenge to Change class.

situations and circumstances to expand their scope
and perspective. CAP offers the Green Haven
population an opportunity to explore, comprehend and
approach their idiosyncratic needs.

It cultivates a sense of value and responsibility for
those who complete the 11-month project, which
consists of a basic (Character Resurge) and an
PACT is a revitalization organization designed to work
intermediate course (A Challenge to Change/C2C).
with community groups and other organizations that
Character Resurge guides participants through the
share its objective purpose and goals.
fundamental components of their existence, requiring
Through its Community Assistance Project (CAP),
them to challenge themselves in abstract levels of
PACT participants are challenged to think beyond their
growth and development.
The filming was part of a larger project chronicling
the history of the PACT/Yale merger in 1981.
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ALTERNATIVE TO VIOLENCE PROJECT
FACILITATOR WORKSHOP

Joy Jay (Jason Quinones), Blessed Buddha (David
Robles), Easy Eddie (Ed Dabrowski) and Contagious
CC) led the exercises.
For many years, Green Haven has held an annual
The click-click guys came and took pictures, and
Alternative to Violence Project Facilitator Workshop to
gave out three gold certificates. The group also
provide facilitators who are incarcerated a chance to
honored those who carried on the work the three men
build community, develop new techniques, resolve
began at Green Haven.
community conflicts, experience being in a workshop
It took months of planning and preparation, but the
rather than on a team, and renew their spirit and
end result was more than worth the effort.
commitment.
The group had a renewed sense of positive
This year, facilitators settled on a weekend in June
community, a commitment to open communication
and began preparing to make it special and productive.
and feedback, and a deeper connection to those
Three former coordinators — Kinetic Khalil (Khalil
paving the path to the outside community.
Cumberbatch), Terrific Tyson (Dominic Dupont) and
The group expressed special gratitude to the
Mindful Mo (Yull Morales), now back in their
facility, especially to DSP Marlyn Kopp who supported
community, were invited to attend the workshop.
and smoothed the way for the workshop to take place,
The return of men recently released was
and to DSMH Daniele Medbury who stepped in
meaningful on many levels: the example they set for
whenever needed. The group also thanked Father
being responsible and productive in the larger
Fernando, a long-time staff advisor and champion, and
community; remembering and valuing those still
Kinetic Khalil, Terrific Tyson and Mindful MO for taking
behind bars; and sharing their accumulated wisdom
time to give back to the AVP facilitators at Green
both from years of incarceration and from time on the
Haven.
outside.
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HUDSON LINK/COLUMBIA-GREEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE GRADUATION
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ANOTHER JOB WELL DONE!
At the request of the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, and in response
to both potential and actual flooding, Groveland Correctional Facility deployed supervised inmate work crews.
From April 30 through June 3, up to 12 incarcerated individuals a day were dispatched to a Department of
Transportation (DOT) facility in Monroe County. Overall, Groveland contributed 792 staff man hours and 4,128
inmate man hours, resulting in over 156,300 sand bags filled (38 bags per inmate per hour).
DOT staff expressed their gratitude, not only for the end product, but also for the work ethic and cooperative
spirit of both staff and inmates.
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GROVELAND CELEBRATES SEVENTH ANNUAL SEASON FOR NONVIOLENCE
Incarcerated Population Raises $5,525 for Local Charity
Groveland Correctional Facility held a closing ceremony for the Season for Nonviolence — the 64 days
between the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. Arun Gandhi, the grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi, visited Groveland Correctional Facility for the ceremony once again.
The observance of the Season for Nonviolence at Groveland began in 2013. Since then inmates have raised
$18,325. This year alone, they raised an astounding $5,525 for The Bethel Express, a faith-based after-school
tutoring program for inner city youth in Rochester. The Bethel Express boasts a 100% high school graduation rate
for children who complete the program.
Groveland’s Inmate Organizations raise money for local charities, including the Inmate Liaison Committee
(ILC), and the Crusaders, African-American, Veterans, and Lifers organizations.
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RE-ENTRY FAIR
On April 12, Hale Creek Correctional Facility hosted its largest biannual Re-Entry Fair with 431 incarcerated
individuals in attendance.
Each was offered the opportunity to visit the
booths of 28 volunteers and 23 DOCCS staff
representing a total of 25 community agencies
and organizations, many of which regularly
venture to Hale Creek in the spring and fall for
the biannual event.

The incarcerated population and staff alike
had the opportunity to learn about valuable
resources. Agencies offered various services
and programs, including Alcoholics, Gambling
and Narcotics Anonymous and local County ReEntry Services. Non-profits, the New York State
Department of Labor, the New York State
Department of Veterans, and the Salvation Army
were also present.
Hale Creek ORCs, teachers, vocational staff, librarians and chaplains also manned booths and were available
to discuss re-entry programs and answer questions about opportunities available to the individuals upon release.
Participants were overheard expressing appreciation for the fair. One stated: “The Re-Entry Fair helped show
me that there are a lot of agencies that will help me get on the right track when I am released.” Another said:
“The Re-Entry Fair provided me with helpful information to obtain employment and further my education.”
DOCCS employees also visited the facility for Re-Entry Fair. Bureau Chiefs Myers and Monfort-Balfour were
favorite speakers as they went into each housing unit to discuss parole preparation and concerns with
incarcerated individuals.
Hale Creek staff prepared for months,
contacting agencies and organizations to
ensure the continued success of the program.
Amy McBride, Gambler’s Anonymous,
reached out to Hale Creek staff after the
event: “Thank you again for inviting us to the
Hale Creek Re-Entry Fair! We made a lot of
great contacts and we were so pleased to be
able to share our information with inmates,
especially those that said they have a problem
with gambling."
Hale Creek staff look forward to growing
this event so participants continue to be
educated about the many services available to
them upon release.
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HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY (HSE) GRADUATION
Hudson Adolescent Offender/WR Facility had its annual HSE graduation exercises on May 31, attended by a
large contingent of the graduates’ family members, Central Office staff, volunteers, and the Hudson AO/WR
facility staff.
Teacher IV Stewart gave the welcome and Chaplain VanAlstine offered the invocation and benediction.
Superintendent Lewin made remarks and introduced the keynote speaker, Assistant Public Information Officer
Dee Johnson, who shared that embracing our handicaps might just be the secret to our success. Sebastian F.,
the class valedictorian, said that it took him coming to prison to achieve his diploma, which he was unable to
accomplish even after a stint in multiple private schools. Superintendent Lewin, Deputy Superintendent for
Programs Tomlin, and Educator Supervisor Gerwer presented the diplomas. It was a day of celebration that
culminated in a family style meal provided,
prepared, and served by Hudson staff for the
graduates, their families and friends.
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WENDE HUB WOMEN AWARD SCHOLARSHIP TO LAKEVIEW S.I.C.F. OFFICER’S SON
The Wende Hub Women In Corrections and Community Supervision Committee is making a difference by
providing two $2,500 scholarships to correction employees’ children: one to a male student and one to a female
student.
This year, Jared Glowniak, son of Officer Glowniak of Lakeview S.I.C.F., was awarded a $2,500 scholarship.
Officer Holly Lockett-Ramsey of Lakeview presented the check to Jared at the Dunkirk High School Awards night
on June 26.

THE NEW DOCCS WEBSITE …. COMING SOON!
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UNITED WAY READING PROGRAM
In March, DOCCS staff participated in a United Way Reading Program at the Brocton Central School in Brocton,
reading to several elementary classes.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY EASTER DONATION
In April, Lakeview S.I.C.F. Vocational Upholstery Shop participants made 10 stuffed animals, and staff put
together and donated 10 baskets — a Make A Difference Day donation for the BOCES Elementary Special
Education Students at Brocton Central School, for the Special Education Easter celebration on April 19.
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EASTER LILIES TO MURRAY HILL NURSING HOME
Livingston Correctional Facility staff visited the residents of Murray Hill Nursing Home and delivered fresh
donuts and beautiful Easter lilies to help decorate the lobby area and residents’ rooms. The Easter lilies were
grown in the Livingston Correctional Facility greenhouse by Horticulture Program students.

SEVENTH ANNUAL BOOK SHOWDOWN
Livingston Correctional Facility held its spring
2019 Book Showdown on May 1, the facility’s
Seventh Annual Book Showdown.
This year, 30 inmates participated by reading
the following books: Divergent, The Curious
Incident Of The Dog In The Night-Time, and Q Is
For Quarry.
It was a close competition up to the final
round, but defending champions — “The Night
Watch” — were able to hold the lead to win the
Spring 2019 Book Showdown!
All who participated received a goody bag filled
with candy, bookmarks, and potato chips, and the
champions were given a pizza party.
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FACILITY DONATES CENTERPIECES
Livingston Correctional Facility donated 43 centerpieces to the Livingston County Teen Recognition Dinner.
Livingston’s Horticulture Program teaches participants how to grow and maintain a variety of different types of
plants and flowers.

MLK FOOD DRIVE
Livingston Correctional Facility
participated in a two-month long food
drive sponsored by New York State to
honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The generous staff and incarcerated
population donated a combined weight of
650 pounds of nonperishable items to the
Mount Morris Catholic Charities to help
those in need.
Pictured is just a week’s worth of
items collected that were dropped off to
Mount Morris.
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FIRST STUDENT TO COMPLETE BARBERING PROGRAM
Reginald James is the first student to complete the Barbering License Preparation Program implemented in
January 2018. After passing the Department of State Licensing Services Barber exam, he was issued a Master
Barber license in March 2019. The Department of State License Examiner made this note on the examination
results: “The young man was so on point with this test. I was very impressed with the preparation he put in that
showed through his work.”
Upon reentry to the community, Mr. James will be given a barber kit of tools so that he is equipped to search
for employment in barbering. Currently, DOCCS has two Barbering License Preparation Programs and six
additional programs will begin by the end of 2019.
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RENOWNED CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST
VISITS ORLEANS
Dr. Walter Cooper, a retired research scientist and
the first African-American to receive a Ph.D. in
chemistry from the University of Rochester, came to
speak at Orleans Correctional Facility on April 24.
Dr. Cooper had previously visited Orleans and
addressed academic classes on the importance of
education and the value of reading. His message and
presentation made such an impression on staff and the
incarcerated population alike that he was asked to
come back.
This time, the entire population was given an
opportunity to hear him and ask questions.
His message was simple and clear: Education and
reading are the keys to success.
Dr. Cooper spoke about his early days in
Pennsylvania with parents who taught him the value of
hard work and a mother who instilled in him her love of
reading.
He shared stories about working with civil rights
leaders and Action for a Better Community, The Urban
League of Rochester, and his anti-poverty effort with
Bobby Kennedy.
He challenged the audience to be honest with
themselves, to nurture education — especially in
children — and to remember the common humanity in
all of us spreading across lines of race, class, and
religion.

FIVE DOGS GRADUATE FROM ORLEANS
Five dogs graduated from obedience training at Orleans
Correctional Facility’s in April. The canine graduation was
highlighted in both the Batavia Daily News and Orleans Hub. To
read the articles, click on the links below:
Batavia Daily News: Five more dogs graduate from prison
Orleans Hub: 5 dogs complete obedience training at Orleans prison
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BIGGEST LOSER CONTEST
From January through
March, the Riverview
Correctional Facility Guidance
Unit employees participated in
a “Biggest Loser Contest”.
Participants focused on
exercising daily, eating
healthier and losing weight,
and the group shed more than
a combined weight of 122 pounds over the three months.
Acting ORC Cathy Hillenbrand won the contest, followed
by Clerk Tracy Wright and OA1 Tiffany Hudson.
Congratulations to all the participants!

POLICIES AND STANDARDS GENERALLY APPLICABLE TO ALL EMPLOYEES
To effectively carry out the Department’s mission, all employees of the New York State Department of Corrections
and Community Supervision are expected to comply with the applicable laws, regulations, policies, and standards as
outlined below in performing their assigned duties and in their daily professional conduct.
• LAWS — including the Correction Law, Executive Law, Penal Law, Criminal Procedure Law, Public Officer’s Law, and
Civil Service Law.
• REGULATIONS — The Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York (NYCCR), particularly Title 7,
“Correctional Services,” and Title 9, “Executive” (includes Board of Parole).
• EMPLOYEES’ MANUAL
• DOCCS POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL (Directives), specifically, but not limited to:
Directive #0410—”Confidential Security Information”
Directive #2205—”Record of Attendance”
Directive #2218—”Outside Employment”
Directive #2260—”New York State Ethics”
Directive #2724—”Travel Preparation and Expense Report Submission”
Directive #2810—”Information Security Policy”
Directive #2824—”Use of Electronic Mail (E-Mail)”
Directive #2932—“Use of State Owned Vehicles”
Directive #4006—”Reporting Inmate Attitude and Behavior
Directive #6920—”System of Internal Controls”
Directive #6925—”Continuous Process Improvement (LEAN)”
• Job or Duties Description (expectations and roles specific to each title or job)
• (Standards for Internal Control in New York State Government Office of the State Comptroller)
• Employee’s Individual Performance Program (annual performance evaluation for each employee)
• Facility, Program, local Policy and Procedure Manuals
• Union Contracts (Council 82, NYSCOPBA, CSEA, or PEF)
See the Acting Commissioner’s Memorandum dated July 9, 2019 for more information
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HUDSON LINK/SUNY ULSTER GRADUATION
Shawangunk Correctional Facility hosted its historic
first commencement exercise of the Hudson Link/SUNY
Ulster program on June 19.
Dr. Alan Roberts, President of SUNY Ulster presented
the Associate Degree in Liberal Arts and Humanities
with high honors to 11 graduating inmates.

Over 100 guests from SUNY Ulster, Hudson Link,
DOCCS, along with family and friends of the graduates,
attended the ceremony in the gymnasium, which was
transformed into a glittering reception hall.
Distinguished speakers included:
• SUNY Ulster President Dr. Alan Roberts
• Vice President Kevin Stoner

• NYS Commissioner of Office of Temporary and

Disability Assistance Michael Hein
• Hudson Link Director Sean Pica

Surrounded by their peers and loved ones, the new
graduates expressed gratitude to everyone who
sacrificed time and resources to make the program and
the event such a success. They also recognized the
transformative power of higher education in helping
them visualize a new future for themselves and their
families, inside and outside the prison walls.
The Hudson Link/SUNY Ulster program at
Shawangunk began in the fall of 2016 with two precollege classes. It currently includes a curriculum of 11
undergraduate classes, 20 faculty members, and an
enrollment of 81 incarcerated students.
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HUDSON LINK/SUNY SULLIVAN GRADUATION
Hudson Link's 2019 graduation season came to a conclusion when SUNY Sullivan conferred 16 Associate
degrees at Sullivan Correctional Facility. It was an emotional day for the graduates and their families, and the
Hudson Link team walked out of the prison elated and exhausted!

DOCCS Today | Spring/Summer 2019 | 46

MADD DONATION
The Make a Difference Day Committee at
Sullivan Correctional Facility recently made a
$500 donation to the Sullivan County
Sheriff’s Department Youth Division for their
D.A.R.E. Program, raised from a staff Chili
Cook-Off.
Front Row L-R: Nicole Bell, NYSCOPBA Chief
Steward, Debra Maxwell, Secretary 2, Sgt. Michael
Rohan, Sheriff Deputy and D.A.R.E. Program
Coordinator Rose Tocco;
Back Row L-R: NYSCOPBA Steward Christopher
Perry, Sullivan County Sheriff Michael Schiff and
two Deputies for the Sullivan County Sheriff’s
Department

HSE/HUDSON LINK MARYMOUNT COLLEGE GRADUATION
On June 10, Taconic Correctional Facility had eight
individuals graduate with their High School Equivalency
diploma and four with degrees from Marymount College.

Continued on Page 48
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HSD/HUDSON LINK MARYMOUNT COLLEGE GRADUATION (Continued from Page 47)

EARTH DAY
On Earth Day, April 22, Watertown Correctional
Facility’s community project inmate crew
participated in cleanup efforts on Interstate 81.

STAFF ATTEND HEART WALK
The Make a Difference Day Committee at
Watertown Correctional Facility attended the
Annual Jefferson County Heart Walk
benefiting the American Heart Association.
A group of 10 volunteers comprised of
committee members, employees, family and
friends braved the snow to walk for the
cause.
The facility donated $555 on the day of
the event.
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STAFF RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE AT AWARDS CEREMONY
On March 15, Wende Correctional Facility held its annual service awards ceremony and issued awards to 29 staff,
pictured below, with the facility Executive Team at the luncheon.

WORK CREWS ASSIST IN SPRING CLEANUP AT WATKINS GLEN STATE PARK
Willard DTC work crews spent several weeks assisting the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation at
Watkins Glen State Park. The work crews helped State Park staff clear debris from the gorge trails to prepare for
the tourist season. In addition to the cleanup efforts, the crews also assisted with trail maintenance by carrying
timbers up the long winding gorge trails.
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SUPPORTING CHARITIES
Wyoming Correctional Facility’s Diversity Committee donated funds to local charities, including the Attica
SPCA and Gateway Home Comfort Care Residence.

HORTICULTURE CLASS HELPS BEAUTIFY THE VILLAGE OF ATTICA
Wyoming Correctional Facility’s Make a Difference Committee and about 25 inmates of Bob Battista’s
Horticulture Class grew fuchsia petunias and created 40 decorative floral baskets, which they donated to the
Village of Attica.
The baskets now adorn the streets throughout the village.
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WREATH LAYING CEREMONY
One day each year, DOCCS employees gather together at the Empire State Plaza in Albany at the memorial
site for our fallen parole and correction officers. Since merging to become one agency responsible for the
care, custody and control of New York’s incarcerated population, as well as for the supervision of formerly
incarcerated individuals, DOCCS now combines the parole and corrections ceremonies into one day, which
include the Wreath Laying Ceremony and the Memorials & Medals Ceremony.

AC Kirkpatrick pauses after laying a wreath at the morning
Memorial Service honoring parole officers and corrections
officers on behalf of the members of the Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision

Members of the Public Employees Federation lay a wreath

Members of the New York State Correctional Officers and
Police Benevolent Association lay a wreath at Memorial
Service

Members of Council 82 lay a wreath
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MEMORIAL AND MEDALS CEREMONY
Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul and DOCCS Acting Commissioner Anthony J. Annucci honored 12 employees
for their courageous acts in 2018 — six with the Medal of Honor and six with the Medal of Merit. To date, DOCCS
has awarded 64 Medals of Honor and 144 Medals of Merit since the awards program began in 1984.
The Medal of Honor is presented to employees whose actions in the line of duty demonstrate an extraordinary
degree of courage, bravery or heroism. The Medal of Merit is presented for extraordinary performance in the line of
duty, an exceptional contribution to the Department, or for an exceptional contribution to public service which
brings credit to the Department.
Acting Executive Deputy Commissioner Daniel F. Martuscello III read the Memorial Roll, which included the
names of 43 individuals who died in the line of duty, along with their facility or bureau and title at the time of
death. The event was held at the Albany Training Academy on New Scotland Avenue where several hundred people
gathered. To learn more, visit http://www.doccs.ny.gov/PressRel/19MemorialMedals/index.html

First Row L-R: Acting Commissioner Anthony J. Annucci, Acting Executive Deputy Commissioner Daniel F. Martuscello III, and
Medal of Honor recipients Community Supervision Parole Officer Ingrid Cannonier, Community Supervision Parole Officer
Maxelliot Corrrea, and Medal of Merit recipient Office of Special Investigations Investigator Timothy Meyers
Second Row L-R: Medal of Honor recipients Office of Special Investigations Investigator Kevin M. Salemo and Assistant
Deputy Chief Investigator Richard Hotaling
Back Row L-R: Medal of Merit recipients Willard DTC Correction Officers Todd Benton and Michael Denkenberger, Medal of
Honor recipient Office of Special Investigations Senior Investigator Charlotte Meigs, Medal of Merit recipients Marcy
Correctional Facility Lieutenant Timothy Corey and Midstate Correctional Facility Officer Jason W. Ploss, Medal of Honor
recipient Office of Special Investigations Investigator Lance Crossett, and Medal of Merit recipient Fishkill Correctional Facility
Officer Timothy Zeller

Continued on page 53
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MEMORIAL AND MEDALS CEREMONY

Continued from page 52

Right: The Department's Emerald Society Band and the Correctional
Service of Canada "Ceremony Unit" perform
Below: The Department’s Albany Training Academy Rifle Squad fires
a 21-gun salute to honor 43 state prison employees who have died
in the line of duty since 1861, as well as the 12 employees receiving
medals on June 13 for acts of bravery and courage in 2018

Below Right: Gem Vullo sings National Anthem and Amazing
Grace; Rev. Kirk gives the Invocation and Deacon Porcelli
gives the Benediction
Below Left: Lt. Governor Hochul and Acting Commissioner
Annucci make remarks
Center: AEDC Martuscello emcees the ceremony
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NURSES’ WEEK
Nurse Kelly Slaven has been organizing and participating in DOCCS’ Saint Baldrick’s event since 2007 — the
first event held in the Capital District at that time. St. Baldrick’s raises money to fund pediatric cancer
research. Since 2007, DOCCS has raised approximately $900,000.
Although Slaven left her pediatric research position in 2015, she continues to organize the event, which is a
cause near and dear to her heart.
This year, in support of a sick co-worker, three colleagues (Jacqueline Stetz RN, Courtney Bloomingdale and
Zebra Cicconi-Crozier RN) shaved their heads at a local St. Baldrick’s charity event. Commissioner Annucci was
so impressed with their solidarity, he presented the three women, pictured below left, with the Commissioner’s
coin at the event.

Front Row L-R: Jacqueline Stetz RN, Commissioner Anthony
J. Annucci, organizer Kelly Slaven RN, Secretary Courtney
Bloomingdale, and Zebra Cicconi-Crozier RN

AC Smith (center) and other attendees at DOCCS’ annual
Nurses Week Central Office celebration

Back Row: DC John Morley
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HELPING HANDS
Gabrielle Blake, Donna Ford and Sherry Kirkpatrick have a passion for helping others, either by donating
their time, energy or money to many causes, especially to help local homeless shelters. Central Office DOCCS’
volunteers set aside time once a week
during their breaks to make sandwiches,
usually on Wednesdays or Thursdays, but
always with Gabrielle Blake, Donna Ford and
Sherry Kirkpatrick (pictured right) lending a
helping hand. Most weeks, they make
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches but,
periodically, through generous donations by
other DOCCS staff, they are able to offer
lunchmeat and cheese sandwiches.
Volunteers make as many sandwiches as
three loaves of bread allow in an assembly
line of two or three people. Donations of
bread, peanut butter, jelly, lunchmeat,
cheese, plastic gloves, and plastic baggies
are collected from DOCCS employees and ITS
staff. This ongoing charitable activity began at
Central Office some time ago with dedicated
volunteers like Gabrielle, Donna and Sherry.
Volunteers from the Homeless Action Committee pick up the sandwiches and deliver them to homeless
shelters throughout Albany.

Interested in helping to make sandwiches, or in
making a donation?
Contact kara.kapler@doccs.ny.gov
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MANHATTAN STAFF APPRECIATION; AREA OFFICE STAFF PAMPERED
In April, the Manhattan Area Office hosted a mini Staff Appreciation Day. Rehab World rolled out the red carpet for
them, bringing in massage chairs, foot massagers, and a paraffin machine for hand treatments. Rehab World also
did consults for pain treatments and provided the staff with gift bags. More than 60 people participated in the
event, which was open to the entire building. The event was planned to acknowledge the hard work of staff and to
let them know that the work they do is appreciated.
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JUNE PRIDE EVENTS
Bronx Region: The Bronx Re-Entry Unit organized two displays in area offices in honor of Pride Month, providing
resources to parolees and staff members who may be interested in obtaining additional information about the
LGBTQI community or in establishing a linkage with an outlet that offers an environment of familiarity. A
representative from Destination Tomorrow, an organization serving the LGBTQI community, attended each Bureau
meeting to discuss and disseminate PRIDE related information so that staff would gain updated insight and
increased cultural sensitivity.
The display at the Alexander Avenue office offered colorful paraphernalia related to Pride Month, along with
condoms and pamphlets about sexual harassment, selflove, self-care, and safer sex practices.
The display at the Lincoln Avenue office shared the
spirit of Pride Month as individuals entered the waiting
room.
Brooklyn Region: The Brooklyn Region commemorated
World Pride 2019 by setting up resource tables at the
Brooklyn Region Office. Re-Entry visited several LGBTQI
programs, including Rainbow Heights Club, Gay Men's
Health Crisis and LGBTQ to discuss services and resources
for both co-workers and returning citizens.
Central NY Region: In recognition and observance of
PRIDE Month, the CNY Re-Entry Unit distributed agency
PRIDE flyers for posting in the Region’s offices and compiled
resource guides with information specific to each bureau
(Northeast/Plattsburgh, Syracuse/Metro/Belt/Watertown
and Utica) that were displayed and distributed to individuals
in area offices.
Hudson Valley Region: The HV Region commemoration of
Pride Month included resources shared during the Albany
June 27 Bureau meeting, and in Schenectady during the
June 28 Bureau meeting during which a representative from
the Capital Pride Center was guest speaker.
Poughkeepsie: Kingston attended the Bureau meeting and
spoke on June 21 at the Hudson Valley LGBTQ Community
Center.
Manhattan/Staten Island Region: NYC hosted World
Pride. In recognition of PRIDE, the Manhattan Re-Entry Unit
organized a resource table in the Manhattan Area Office with
information on safe sex with free condoms donated by the
LGBTQ Center NYC, HIV/AIDS, World Gay Pride Events 2019, GO Magazine. Information on GMHC and services
were provided along with information on the LGBTQ Center and services it provides, and brochures on World Pride
2019: Everything you need to know.
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BROOKLYN FRIENDS AND FAMILY OPEN HOUSE
On April 30, DOCCS held its regional Parole Friends and Family
Open House at the Brooklyn Area Office at 15 Second Avenue in
Brooklyn. The event provided an opportunity for those under
community supervision, and for their supportive networks, to
engage with, meet and greet their parole officers, ask questions,
and receive useful information relating to their successful
reintegration and supervision.
Deputy Commissioner Ana Enright opened the morning session
with Assistant Commissioners Marco Ricci and Nigel Joseph,
Regional Director Muriel Harvey, and other regional staff. AC
Joseph opened the evening session.
About 33 parolees, family and friends attended the 10 a.m. to
12 p.m. session for a presentation on Certificate of Relief/Good
Conduct and New York City Fair Chance Act by Melissa Ader, Esq.,
Legal Aid Society; Combating Opioid Epidemic by Ertuania Jorge,
CASAC; and LSA Recovery Inc. and Educational Opportunities by
Darron Henry, Enrollment Director, SUNY Brooklyn Educational
Opportunity Center.
The 5 to 7 p.m. evening session was attended by 18 parolees,
family and friends. Presentations were provided on Voter’s
Registration and Voter’s Rights by Anthony Posada, Esq. Legal Aid
Society; Educational Opportunities by David Fullard, Ph.D, Empire
State College; and Combating Opioid Epidemic by Ertuania Jorge,
LSA Recovery, Inc.
A light refreshment reception was provided immediately following
both sessions.
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2019 LEADERSHIP ACADEMY FOR SENIOR PAROLE OFFICER
The 2019 Leadership Academy for Senior Parole Officers was held at the DOCCS Training Academy from June 1
through June 21. This year’s class was comprised of 12 participants who were promoted to Senior Parole Officer
over the course of last year. Attendees received valuable information and training from a variety of speakers on
topics, such as Organizational Structure and Culture, Evidence Based Practices, Effective Case Planning, and
Supervision Controls.
Standing on ground L-R: DC
Ana Enright and Trainer John
Marcellus
Front Row L-R: ARD Jeffrey
Jones, SPO Amy Cummiskey,
SPO James Ogle, SPO
Jacqueline Kennedy, SPO Gary
Cowick, SPO Jeffrey Tymeson,
SPO Cheryl Wallace, and AC
Marco Ricci
Back Row L-R: ARD Teresa
Burgess, SPO Jacqueline
Turnbull, SPO Gary Danussi,
SPO Thomas Vega, SPO Jess
Premo, SPO Robert Hodson,
and SPO Jill Robinson

CENTRAL NY FRIENDS AND FAMILY OPEN HOUSE
On June 25, DOCCS held its regional Parole Family & Friends Open House at the Syracuse Area Office at 333 E.
Washington Street in Syracuse.
Assistant Commissioner Donald Arras opened the morning and evening sessions along with Bureau Chief
Margaret Montfort-Balfour.
Twenty-five parolees, family and friends participated in the morning session for a presentation on Certificate of
Relief and Certificate of Good Conduct by Kelly Gonzalez, Deputy Director and Melissa Castor, Assistant Director
at the Center for Community Alternatives Reentry Clinic. Combating the Opioid Epidemic was presented by Nancy
Chalone, Chemical Dependency Clinical Supervisor at Crouse Health, and Educational Opportunities were
presented by Carol Hill, Director of Workforce Development at SUNY Educational Opportunity Center during the
morning and afternoon sessions.
The afternoon session, attended by 37 parolees, family and friends, heard presentations on Certificate of
Relief/Good Conduct by Kelly Gonzalez and Christina El Bayadi, the Center for Community Alternatives Reentry
Clinic. A presentation on Combating the Opioid Epidemic was made by Dana Collier, Licensed Mental Health
Counselor and Kelsey Smith, Certified Recovery Peer Advocate at Helio Health.
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NEW ROCHELLE FRIENDS AND FAMILY OPEN HOUSE
On July 11, DOCCS held its regional Parole Family &
Friends Open House at the New Rochelle Area Office at 3
Cottage Place in New Rochelle.
During the morning and evening sessions, Deputy
Commissioner Ana M. Enright provided welcoming remarks
along with Bureau Chief Thomas Knadler. Thirty-six
parolees, family and friends participated in the morning
session for a presentation on Certificate of Relief and
Certificate of Good Conduct by Charles Stott, Business
Developer at Westhab, Inc., and Combating the Opioid
Epidemic by Carrie Wardell, Program Director at Lexington
Center for Recovery.
In addition, parolee Damien Green provided a brief
summary of his criminal justice journey and the influence of
DOCCS in helping him remain on a positive track. Today,
Green is a community advocate for “Wheelchairs Against
Guns,” a non-profit organization.
The afternoon session was attended by 31 parolees,
family and friends. Certificate of Relief/Good Conduct
presentations were given by Sheryl Day, Chief Consultant
with Reach One, and Combating the Opioid Epidemic was
by Carrie Wardell. Parolee Dennis McQueen offered words
of encouragement to parolees and their families. He stated
that he initially did not believe his parole officer was really
there to help, but after working with him was proven wrong.
The officers do adhere to the poster “YOU CAN DO IT —
WE’RE HERE TO HELP” and have been supportive in his
efforts to successfully reintegrate into the community.
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DOCCS Correction
Officer Recruit Class
2018-16 graduated in
March 2019.
CO Michael Ritts
received an award for
PPT, CO Ryan Queary
for Marksmanship, CO
Marbelis Concepcion
for Leadership, and CO
Kyle Marsicano for High
Academics. CO Melinda
Mitchell was Class
Representative and CO
Diamonique McCullen
sang the National
Anthem.
ADC Stephen
Brandow presented the
keynote address.
DOCCS Correction
Officer Recruit Class
2018-17 graduated
in April 2019.
CO Marc Hadley
received an award
for PPT, CO David
Bell, Jr. for
Marksmanship, CO
Whitni Miles for
Leadership, and CO
Nicholas Blair for
High Academics. CO
Isaias Bueno was
Class Representative
and CO Courtney
Morrison sang the
National Anthem.
AEDC Daniel F.
Martuscello III
presented the
keynote address.
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DOCCS Correction
Officer Recruit Class
2019-04 graduated in
July 2019.
CO Devin Carpenter
received an award for
PPT, CO Cody Brown for
Marksmanship, CO
Emily Russell for
Leadership, and CO
Jeffery Hammond, Jr.
for High Academics. CO
Jason Davila was Class
Representative and CO
Ethan Noonan sang the
National Anthem.
Acting Commissioner
Anthony J. Annucci
presented the keynote
address.
DOCCS Correction
Officer Recruit Class
2019-05 also
graduated in July
2019.
CO Adam Eberley
received an award
for PPT, CO Jacob
Romanick for
Marksmanship, CO
Scott Barber for
Leadership, and CO
Kyle Bunce for High
Academics. CO Marc
Chabonneau was
Class Representative
and CO Brandon Hall
sang the National
Anthem.
AC Charles Kelly
presented the
keynote address.
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