
DOCCS Today  | Fall/Winter 2019   |   1 

 

From the Desk of 

the  

Acting Commissioner     

Anthony J. Annucci 
New York State Department of 

Corrections and Community 

Supervision  

Installation is currently in progress at Clinton, 

Southport, Great Meadow and Auburn and will soon 

begin at Coxsackie, and Green Haven.  

Downstate, Eastern, Elmira, Shawangunk, Sing 

Sing, Sullivan and Wende are in the planning stages of 

installation. Upstate is presently upgrading its system, 

and Bedford Hills is expanding its system.  

We expanded the internal OSI office by hiring 

outside investigators, moving supervisory positions 

from union to appointed management-confidential 

positions, and partnering with outside agencies. 

We also developed and implemented training for 

newly hired civilian staff and increased the frequency of 

other trainings. And we updated the annual Boundaries 

training that deals with employee and incarcerated 

individual interactions.  

Community Supervision implemented a new travel 

policy, created specialized gang caseloads, and increased 

its vehicle fleet while installing lights and sirens in a 

number of them. Also, at the suggestion of  a member 

who served for many years as a parole officer, OSIõs 

Threat and Apprehension Division launched a new pilot 

Taser program. 

We added òCellsenseó metal detectors, infrared 

detectors, and rounds tracker to track security rounds. 

And we are piloting two mail scanners to assist staff in 

detecting contraband in mail and other packages. And 

our staff does a great job of putting technology to work.  

We also nearly doubled the number of K-9 units used 

for drug detection and interdiction. And we 

implemented new statewide protocols for correctional 

facility staff, including scheduling more metal detector 

searches, supplying clear bags to transport personal 

items, and providing a list of allowable items staff may 

carry into the facility.  Continued on page 3 

To increase the safety and security of our staff and the 

incarcerated population, DOCCS has accomplished many 

forward-thinking initiatives, some of which are in line with 

best practices and recommendations by the State Inspector 

General over the past year.  

For instance, in 2018, we launched the first-in-the-

nation body camera pilot program making DOCCS the first 

state corrections department to equip security staff with 

body cameras.  

Earlier this year, we received a $835,196 grant from the 

Federal Bureau of Justice Assistance allowing us to 

increase the number of facilities using body cameras, as 

well as specialized units, like OSI.  

In September, DOCCS received an additional grant for 

nearly $3 million to further support the expansion of body 

cameras throughout the Department.  

That enabled DOCCS to expand the program and deploy 

body cameras at Clinton, Bedford Hills, Great Meadow, 

Albion, Taconic, Fishkill, and Green. And in September, we 

received additional funding to further support the 

expansion of body cameras throughout the Department. 

The Department has also been overhauling existing fixed 

camera systems, as well as installing new ones, within its 

facilities. To date, we have completed the work of these 

systems at Attica, Five Points, and Adirondack Adolescent 

Offender Facility.  
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From the Desk of the Acting Commissioner 

Continued from Page 1 

We updated security protocols relating to assignment 

and search of living quarters and cell integrity checks.  

We also operationalized the statewide use of pepper-

spray. And we implemented a department-wide 

grievance tracking system for complaints by the 

incarcerated population alleging employee misconduct. 

We also banned hooded sweatshirts and eliminated 

canned goods from commissaries to prevent using can 

lids as weaponry. 

As you can see, weõve accomplished several important 

initiatives to improve the safety and security of our staff 

and those in our charge.  

Iõm proud of the strides weõve made and look forward 

to continuing to lead one of the finest corrections and 

community supervision departments in the nation.  

As we turn to the new year, we will focus on 

employee wellness. Correction and community 

supervision staff sometimes work under stressful 

circumstances and our health and wellbeing are 

important, not only for a positive workforce, but also for 

a healthy and sound lifestyle.  

Wishing you and yours a happy, healthy and 

prosperous new year! 

OSI T ASER PILOT   

PRODUCING  POSITIVE  

RESULTS 

The Departmentõs Office of 

Special Investigations (OSI) 

commenced a pilot program in 

2019 to train and provide certain investigative staff 

with Conductive Electrical Weapons (CEWs), also 

known as tasers, which is already proving to be a 

valuable device.   

Senior Investigator John Walters, Threats and 

Apprehension Division (TAD) and long-term parole 

officer, recommended CEWs as a potential additional 

tool for its peace officers. His recommendation and a 

subsequent incident involving an OSI member 

prompted the CEW pilot program. 

In 2018, while searching for a parole violator who 

had absconded, an OSI Senior Investigator was 

confronted by the violator coming out a wooded area. 

He was not only uncooperative, he also wielded a 

knife and rapidly approached the OSI member. The 

Senior Investigator deployed OC spray, but it did not 

have an impact because the absconder was too far 

away. As the violator, wielding his knife, closed ground 

towards the OSI member who had pulled his firearm in 

self-defense, a partnering law enforcement agency 

arrived on scene and deployed a Taser immediately 

ending the encounter without further incident.  

With this background, the Department purchased 

26 AXON Taser X2 CEWs.  

In April 2019, OSI sent two supervisors from TAD to 

the AXON two-day instructor program, certifying them 

as instructors in using CEWs. From July to September, 

the two instructors put two dozen TAD Investigators 

through the two-day user certification program, which 

included requiring each of them to be exposed to a 

Taser deployment. Currently, all 26 Tasers are 

assigned to OSI investigators and supervisors in TAD.  

Early results have been positive.  

In most instances, the mere presence and display 

of the Taser has de-escalated situations and resulted 

in the safe surrender of those being apprehended.  

Consequently, far fewer incidents requiring 

deployment of the Taser were successful as well, 

almost instantly ending a violent encounter without 

injury to the offender or investigator.  r

 
OSI Investigator Kevin Gibbs carrying one of the new CEWs 
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Formerly incarcerated celebrity chef and 

motivational speaker Jeff Henderson was the keynote 

at the New York State Corrections and Youth Services 

Associationõs 28th Annual Symposium held on October 

23-25 in Poughkeepsie.  

In keeping with the conference theme, 

òEmpowerment Through Connection,ó he shared the 

emotional story of his journey from the streets as a 

drug dealer, to discovering his passion for the stove in 

the unlikeliest of places ð prison, to award-winning 

celebrity chef and best-selling author. 

Other speakers included New York State 

Assemblyman David Weprin, Office of Children and 

Family Services Deputy Commissioner for Juvenile 

Justice Ines Nieves, and our very own Acting 

Commissioner Anthony J. Annucci.  

Over 200 staff attended workshops on gang 

activity, staff safety, drug trends, teen drug use, 

LGBTTIQQ2SA, wellness, and communication ð to 

name a few.  

DOCCS Deputy Commissioner Stephen Maher and 

Deputy Chief Investigator Christopher Martuscello 

presented òEscape from Dannemora,ó an in-depth 

analysis on the 2015 escape.   

NY CAYSA President Denisha Goodman and 

President-Elect Delta Barometre presented the 2019 

annual awards. 

 

The Rutherford B. Hayes Founderõs Award for 

leadership and/or support of the professional 

membership organization was presented to Acting 

Executive Deputy Commissioner Daniel F. Martuscello 

III.  

The Meritorious Service Award for exceptional 

service in the field of adult and juvenile corrections was 

presented to Assistant Deputy Superintendent for 

Accreditation Melissa Coolidge.  

The Outstanding Contribution Award for exceptional 

support to the field of corrections was presented to the 

John Jay College for Criminal Justiceõs Prison Reentry 

Institute for its continued support in administering the 

prison-to-college pipeline at Otisville Correctional 

Facility.  

And the Presidentõs Award for members 

demonstrating outstanding achievement to NY CAYSA 

was presented to past president and Assistant Director 

of Family and Volunteer Services Lisa Brennan. 

The 2019 NY CAYSA Cares Project donated over 

$2,000 to the Make a Child Smile Foundation, which 

was started by correction officers from Green Haven. 

They raised funds to provide needy or sick children with 

holiday gifts, clothing, school supplies and financial 

support.   
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At the 2019 New York State Fair in August, DOCCS 

showcased its history, programs, Corcraft, Health 

Services, Community Supervision, Emergency 

Response, and the newly formed Recruitment Officer 

Unit. Teams provided interested candidates with career 

information. There was an interactive booth located in 

the Science & Industry Building with kiosks to show 

video presentations of career opportunities, display 

historical artifacts and enlarged photos highlighting 

DOCCS many career options, and provide swag items. 

The Department also highlighted the history of Sing 

Sing, Auburn and Attica.  


