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Installation is currently in progress at Clinton,
Southport, Great Meadow and Auburn and will soon

From the Desk of

the ‘ begin at Coxsackie, and Green Haven.
Acting Commi E Downstate, Eastern, Elmira, Shawangunk, Sing
Arithionyedafnnuset & Sing, Sullivan and Wende are in the planning stages of
New York State D 3 . . L
Sarentiars Bnd GOy installation. Upstate is presently upgrading its system,
Supervision and Bedford Hills is expanding its system.

We expanded the internal OSI office by hiring
To increase the safety and security of our staff and the gytside investigators, moving supervisory positions
incarcerated population, DOCCS has accomplished manyfrom union to appointed managemesanfidential
forward-thinking initiatives, some of which are in line with positions, and partnering with outside agencies.
best practices and recommendations by the State Inspector

We also developed and implemented training for
General over the past year.

newly hired civilian staff and increased the frequency of
For instance, in 2018, we launched the firsthe- other trainings. And we updated the annual Boundaries

nation body camera pilot program making DOCCS the firsfraining that deals with employee and incarcerated
state corrections department to equip security staff with  jndividual interactions.

body cameras. Community Supervision implemented a new travel

Earlier this year, we received a $835,196 grant from theyolicy, created specialized gang caseloads, and increased

Federal Bureau of Justice Assistance allowing us to its vehicle fleet while installing lights and sirens in a
increase the number of facilities using body cameras, as pumper of them. Also, at the suggestion of a member
well as specialized units, like OSI. who served for many years

In September, DOCCS received an additional grant for Threat and Apprehension Division launched a new pilot
nearly $3 million to further support the expansion of body Taser program.
cameras throughout the Department. We added o0Cellsensed met a

That enabled DOCCS to expand the program and deplalgtectors, and rounds tracker to track security rounds.
body cameras at Clinton, Bedford Hills, Great Meadow, And we are piloting two mail scanners to assist staff in
Albion, Taconic, Fishkill, and Green. And in September, weetecting contraband in mail and other packages. And
received additional funding to further support the our staff does a great job of putting technology to work.
expansion of body cameras throughout the Department. e also nearly doubled the number e Knits used

The Department has also been overhauling existing fixédr drug detection and interdiction. And we
camera systems, as well as installing new ones, within itsimplemented new statewide protocols for correctional
facilities. To date, we have completed the work of these facility staff, including scheduling more metal detector
systems at Attica, Five Points, and Adirondack Adolescensearches, supplying clear bags to transport personal
Offender Facility. items, and providing a list of allowable items staff may

carry into the facility. Continued on page 3
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WANT AN EVENT INCLUDED IN
DOCCS ToDAY?

Send your submissions by
February 15 for publishing in the
next issue ofbOCCS TODAY to:

dee.johnson@doccs.ny.gov
thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov
t u

WANT AN EVENT POSTED ON
DOCCS SOCIAL MEDIA ?

For posting on social media,
send your submissions to:
rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov
t u
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From the Desk of the Acting Commissioner OSI TASER PILOT

Continued from Page 1 PRODUCING: POSITIVE
We updated security protocols relating to assignment RESULTS
and search of living quarters and cell integrity checks. The Depart ment e of

We also operationalized the statewide use of pepper Special Investigations (OSI)
spray. And we implemented a departmende commenced a pilot program in
grievance tracking system for complaints by the 2019 to train and provide certain investigative staff
incarcerated population alleging employee misconduct. with Conductive Electrical Weapons (CEWS), also

We also banned hooded sweatshirts and eliminated Known as tasers, which is already proving to be a

canned goods from commissaries to prevent using can valuable device.
lids as weaponry Senior Investigator John Walters, Threats and

. Apprehension Division (TAD) and loteym parole
As you can see, webGve acgdnplomhdhfed CEWE ¥ G hofehtial hdffoflal ¢ 2 T

initiatives to improve the safety and security of our staff ., ¢, its peace officers. His recommendation and a

and those in our charge. subsequent incident involving an OSI member

I &m proud of the stridespromptédihe CEWNApidotprogrand. | ook f or war
to continuing to lead one of the finest corrections and In 2018, while searching for a parole violator who
community supervision departments in the nation. had absconded, an OSI Senior Investigator was

confronted by the violator coming out a wooded area.
He was not only uncooperative, he also wielded a
knife and rapidly approached the OSI memberhe
Senior Investigator deployed OC spray, but it did not
have an impact because the absconder was too far
away. As the violator, wielding his knife, closed ground
towards the OSI member who had pulled his firearm in

Wishing you and yours a happy, healthy and self-defense, a partnering law enforcement agency
prosperous new year! arrived on scene and deployed a Taser immediately
ending the encounter without further incident.

With this background, the Department purchased
26 AXON Taser X2 CEWSs.

In April 2019, OSI sent two supervisors from TAD to
the AXON twalay instructor program, certifying them
as instructors in using CEWs. From July to September,
the two instructors put two dozen TAD Investigators
through the twoday user certification program, which
included requiring each of them to be exposed to a
Taser deploymentCurrently, all 26 Tasers are
assigned to OSI investigators and supervisors in TAD.

Early results have been positive.

In most instances, the mere presence and display
of the Taser has deescalated situations and resulted
in the safe surrender of those being apprehended.

Consequently, far fewer incidents requiring
deployment of the Taser were successful as well,
almost instantly ending a violent encounter without
injury to the offender or investigator".

As we turn to the new year, we will focus on
employee wellness. Correction and community
supervision staff sometimes work under stressful
circumstances and our health and wellbeing are
important, not only for a positive workforce, but also for
a healthy and sound lifestyle.

OSl Investigator Kevin Gibbs carrying one of the new CEWs
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2019 New York CAYSA Symposium

Formerly incarcerated celebrity chef and The Rutherford B. Hayes Fo
motivational speaker Jeff Henderson was the keynote leadership and/or support of the professional
at the New York State Corrections and Youth Servicesmembership organization was presented to Acting
Associationds 28t h Annua ExecativerDepuy Cammissioeelr Rhnied A Madtastetiob e r
23-25 in Poughkeepsie. Il.

In keeping with the conference theme, The Meritorious Service Award for exceptional
OEmpower ment Thr ough Co n seeicetin the field@f athult and javanileecarrectidnewas
emotional story of his journey from the streets asa  presented to Assistant Deputy Superintendent for
drug dealer, to discovering his passion for the stove inAccreditation Melissa Coolidge.

the unlikeliest of placesd prison, to awardwinning The Outstanding Contribution Award for exceptional
celebrity chef and besselling author. support to the field of corrections was presented to the
Other speakers included New York State John Jay College for Cri mina

Assemblyman David Weprin, Office of Children and Institute for its continued support in administering the
Family Services Deputy Commissioner for Juvenile  prisorto-college pipeline at Otisville Correctional

Justice Ines Nieves, and our very own Acting Facility.

Commissioner Anthony J. Annucci. And the Presidentds Award
Over 200 staff attended workshops on gang demonstrating outstanding achievement to NY CAYSA

activity, staff safety, drug trends, teen drug use, was presented to past president and Assistant Director

LGBTTIQQ2SA, wellness, and communicatino of Family and Volunteer Services Lisa Brennan.

name a few. The 2019 NY CAYSA Cares Project donated over

DOCCS Deputy Commissioner Stephen Maher an&2,000 to the Make a Child Smile Foundation, which
Deputy Chief Investigator Christopher Martuscello was started by correction officers from Green Haven.
presented OEscape fdeghm D &heyrasadofunds todprowida neédy or sick children with
analysis on the 2015 escape. holiday gifts, clothing, school supplies and financial

NY CAYSA President Denisha Goodman and support.

PresidentElect Delta Barometre presented the 2019
annual awards.
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DOCCS at the New York State Fair

At the 2019 New York State Fair in August, DOCCS
showcased its history, programs, Corcraft, Health
Services, Community Supervision, Emergency
Response, and the newly formed Recruitment Officer
Unit. Teams provided interested candidates with career
information. There was an interactive booth located in =il |
the Science & Industry Building with kiosks to show S ' ‘ * /_.\\
video presentations of career opportunities, display A - -
historical artifacts and enlarged photos highlighting DVIET LABDR
DOCCS many career options, and provide swag items. & = _ =
The Department also highlighted the history of Sing N '
Sing, Auburn and Attica.

Corrections
Community
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DOCCS N AOTTENDS Duri ng-wtele&k TG aining, AC Mi

Si X courses: Contemporar |
FBI NATIONAL ACADEMY . porary
Enf orcement, Fitness I n Law

DOCCS Office of Special CORVERIRPGALTY ohsdUEDsSiy Poli
Assistant Commissioner / AsENfsoratnetmediti /P Pffoaches to C
I nvestigations Darren Mi IUeadeyiSiheinfg et reantee 9ipeys for VvV
National Academy at QuantEncfoor cveimegnty B e cplgtpiyviey Essen
Commi ssioner/ Chief of InveBkli g¥3§ ohisk&stRgihrg back in

Maher nominated AC Mil | erlianCd Udginde | irVvelyniGe wiMn g8 ndjosr m
application and backgroundCltdaet&s &R FBIMabp3Qdvadm.
his attendance. nights he was consumed with

Founded in 1930, the FBPINatfbnBRieR@aakmyn; sapd re
program for active U.S. anfdl iMaerhtbhbntia | mw and in
enforcement personnel seceWidnng Ghet .e0n nhatn chel tiende i r
knowl edge and credentials H%dl §ained gquntless lesso
enforcement standards worilNPuPrdted N caec OMj Poddfpi <ieaalwe | mer
attended the Spring 2019 angds sSiPoin i tyuhdlc.n Whalpnc Py owa s; ge m
weeks. FBI Nati onal Academy and i s

il was excited about at€Rh@iagMpRLadgeN¢kesaare ad
a great opportunity, not omfVRenol metynpnedate OFlyt K
represent the Department MO gd Ndauym eOnlstol ricNgl phlgdn tmor et
agencies from around the YO oKpiend WA hmiotiheer sggijng OSI

AThe learning was not jmaeyiafihRed  asB@FoWinl ler ex
but also from discussions %i1he chiassmalterlsns r@% has

other agencies over dinne3S! o™he MPeelkSe nOdNs ,Weal nl gn €asts and
other times. It was parti9%eVelroPy & nPtredrdefs®M ntg0 thoe IhPe air
from those from other couPn%SSiiebsl €& he added.
ARarely does one get an ophGIMMnggiyoR&r gARRYGGi- espo
counterterrorism with a meenfpdeer Opfmondieyln a0nfi slte€a@ndgesr s hi p
counterterrorism unit or W€l tNa€sksS amhackyetS pay pl|0ite of sen
corruption enforcement wintehe dgnt 0gthielch atjakie oCpprieneof o
Philippines, o AC Miller c'o®nSco@ryckeg men and women who
each day to advance the Dep
Whil e researching | eadersh
at the FBI Nati onal Academy
President and Gener al Dwi gh
resonated wiAtohl hAC sMiplrleemre: qu
|l eadership is unquestionahbl
r eal success i s possible, n
section gang, a football fi
of fice. 0O
ABuil ding upon integrity a

AC Miller (Right) shakes haR&d NFiltm! ®nkhsSi & ARigl osophy tf
National Security Directoratehfaoe aA3ghhyied: atn0O dupisdd ltlhel T
I nternational Night event wMéh Ifeofr e@ yp! &t Ndeeth.t s present
food from their home countries Continued on next page
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Besides his own personal AilTdh@ar hiesgonlsel esairdetdhe and
training also under scor edt htenh eF BImpNoarttiaonncael oA c aDdCeMQyS ow i
Directive 0750, AReporti nlg fSeutsipmec,ioo ussaiAdc tMi(I9LR).0.A1 &

Aln my Counterterrorismoppassuynweyl|l earaedend. |t h
about the pathway t o vi olneenntbee rt hoaft tehxet rDeenpiasrttsmeonrt . 0
terrorists follow, 0 he said____AAt anpwv _p o | _nt ____ft h¢ > r e ar
usually opportunities fo Il aw t o
intervene if the conduct |Ji sCOQORDINATEDe EFFORDICEABS TOs
ahead of the curve by hayWi NepEEHENSBN 'OF TWAE PAROLEES

mechanism in place through Directive 0750 and
the Suspicious SAR form. LINKED TO OVERDOSE DEATH AND

OSl1 6s Counterterrorism 3
i mbedded with the FBI 6s Forjc e,

review all reports of sugpi@®n 0QicSt obbeehra vii go,r doftfo
DOCCS. | nvestidgiart i otnrsat egi ¢ coffor di
During the - Community Supervision 4nd t

Academy tr ai n i T |athg Enforcement i cs
26 different ' dassisted in the apprefpens
assignments i investigation by JJURGLE

writing edght nvol vement in an over qose
including one

pages dlaonndg ma K |
sever al cl ass

He aced all
and even receid

Upon developing inforgjnat:.
rpsarolees invol ved i n i i ci
possession of a weaponjand

incontacted URGENT and cd@rri e
t

he home with Communit Suy

t wo .
I n addition rflseDuring the search, onk pa
work, there wé =cdlhave in his possessionl(fa | ¢

edd oaded magazine, and 130 bc:
tested positive for Fentan)

fitness cour sg
tests each weg

The final fi
call ed the #fYe
Roada onid e ob

search of the home he
the recovery of appfoxir
bags of heroin and mul tffi pl ¢

course run dej alld ontaining large quantiftie
for Uu. S. Mar i r, wh o

was 49 years o0 at i Mes @ result of this cpord
completed it in 1:13. parolees were | odged Ul

The wetek program concludé&dawiges #Ff Criminal Pogses:
graduation ceremony | ed Y NElg | Chil md d@dr PEFSiessSd HTerOf

Wr ay . Subst anicke r3oridn , and Cri i na
AC Miller noted that thepqsesa?rsnsiinogn dbfe st 6G 0 st ol e d

there. As a graduate of {JHE"®BI" - National Academy,

he is bouhdngocammifment . Great work by a numbe of

Last November, he attenfdedt tthite Neatd @m@dr ou s

i ndgi vi
Academy Association of N\/Mr\(,cgrsk odnfd tlhastserrnret s dQf Ul
Canada Chapterés Annual onf erence and el ected tffo

serve the Board as a c h a [le—Stetegeis
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Hairstyling Competition

DOCCS offers Vocational Cosmetology programs =/

taught by licensed cosmetologists at its female facilities:
Albion, Bedford Hills and Taconic. Women interested
who meet qualifications for the program have the
opportunity to participate in a preparation program to
take the New York State Cosmetology License
Examination. Recently, a hairstyling competition was
held among Vocational Cosmetology programs at Albior_
Bedford Hills and Taconic.

-—

To help prepare students for the competition,
cosmetology instructors engaged them in studying
courses, including the Principles of Hair Design and
Hairstyling Techniques. Students were invited to enter
the contest and showcase their talents by creating a Both Bedford Hill and Taconic win 1st Place
modern hairstyle for a formal occasion, like a prom,
wedding, or graduation.

The hairstyles entered were scored on overall
appearance, design, balance of design, creativity, and 2
technical difficulty. Each facility had a panel of
professional cosmetologists who viewed photos of the
finalists from each facility, including Avy Lewis, Allyssa
Potter and Henrietta Dunn. The panel said it was difficul\i
to determine the winners. Nonetheless, prizes were
awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. There was a tie for
1st Place between Bedford Hills and Taconic. Taconic
won 2nd Place, and Albion 3rd Place.

- 9 Hair Fair competition
¥ al Facility

Albion Correction
Model 4 =AM

Albion wins 3rd Place

Taconic wins 2nd Place
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Albion Correctional Facility

CANINE: GRADUATION '

On August 19, Albion hosted its .
second Canine Training Program (CTP)
graduation ceremony. Orleans County k
Animal Control Officers Kathy Smith and '
Ariel Strickland and Undersheriff ’ 'i
Christopher Bourke attended. a

Albion received two dogs in May
from the Orleans County Animal Shelter™g
Maverickfi a beagle, and Matedi a g
hound. Two teams of three handlers
cared for and trained the dogs for about
12 weeks under the support and
supervision of community volunteer
trainer Tom Ryan. :

Throughout the training, Maverick ~—
and Mateo learned obedience and
socialization skills, making them more
suitable for adoption.

WEAR PINK CAMPAIGN !

I n October, NYSCOPBA members and staff at Al tona too
cancer awareness. Participating members pledged funds and wore authorized pink articles of clothing, ribbons

and pins to show support. Between donations and food sales, they raised $1,000, which was donated to the
Northern New York Chapter of Guardians of the Ribbon

Participating members and NYSCOPBA Chief Steward N. Ayotte present Jim Garras®Wwo er and Oper ator o
a check for $1,000

5 e v
5.C.0.P.B.A
S.C.0.F.B.A; I§
New York State Cortectiora) offices. = '3
& Police Benevolent Ase~; ation, Ines §

lity
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Attica Correctional Facility

TEDXATTICA

Attica hosted TedX Attica on October 10.
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe, Arun
Gandhif author, activist and grandson of
Mohondas Gandhi, Acting Commissioner
Anthony Annucci, facility staff and
incarcerated individuals participated in the
event coordinated by TedX Organizer Delia
Cohen.

The theme centered around Healthy

spread increasing awareness of how peers
and coworkers deal with difficult
circumstances.

Presenters discussed dealing with anxiety
and stressful situations, utilizing meditation
to relieve everyday stresses, and finding
positive outcomes in negative circumstances.

One of the dayds mos
addressed suicide, and incarcerated
individuals and staff shared their stories on
the subject. TedX Attica will be available for
public viewing on the TED YouTube website
in the near future.

ViewWKBW TV coverage
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAAIi7ARZRI

Attica Correctional Facility

GLIMMERGLASS" FESTIVAL.
On Monday, August 12, Attica held itods fifth annual

Opera House performed excerpts from the musical o0Sho
and staff.

The Attica Chorus, directed by registered volunteer Isaac Hutton, performed backup vocals for the show. The
performance was well received. Attica is in the plan

welcoming Glimmerglass again in 2020.
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Bedford Hills Correctional Facility

VETERANS APPRECIATION' BBQ

On August 3, employees from Bedford Hills traveled to the Montrose Veterans Home in Montrose to host a BBQ
for about 50 appreciative veterans residing there. This is the second year employees have prepared and shared a
meal with the veterans to show appreciation for their service to our country.

L-R:Education Supervisor Mich
Captain Paul Artuz, First D
Eil een Russell, and Health
Superintendent Ernest Marto

BACKPACK GIVEAWAY

Due to the generosity of "Hour
Children" and their wonderful
volunteers, children left Bedford
Hills on Saturday, September 28
with full backpacks and big
smiles after visits with their
mothers.

DSP Eric Miller managed the
distribution of the backpacks full
of school supplies and
necessities.
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